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THE   staff  is    particularly   pleased 
to  present,  at  this  Easter  Time, 
a  reproduction  of  Zund's  paint- 
ing, "The  Way  to  Emmaus." 

The  24th  chapter  of  Luke  re- 
counts beautifully  the  experiences  of 
the  two  disciples  who  traveled  to- 
ward their  home  some  seven  or  eight 
miles  beyond  Jerusalem.  On  the 
way,  they  were  joined  by  the  resur- 
rected Lord  who  walked  with  them. 

This  incident  provides  one  of  the 
great  evidences  of  the  resurrection. 
It  has  been  the  inspiration  for  many 
paintings,  sermons,  stories,  and 
songs.  Two  of  our  best-loved  hymns, 
"Abide  with  Me;  *Tis  Eventide," 
and  "Abide  with  Me!"  are  drawn 
from  this  source. 

Permission  to  use  the  picture  was 
granted  by  the  Edward  Gross  Com- 
pany, Inc. 
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PRESIDENT  DAVID  O.  McKAY'S  PAGE 


HOSE  who  reject  as  spurious  the  stories 
of  the  annunciation,  of  the  miracles,  and 
of  the  Resurrection  have  been  forced  to 
acknowledge  a  greatness  in  Christ  which 
can  be  attached  to  no  other  being  on  earth.  With  the 
exception  of  a  few,  such  as  Nietzsche  who  looks  upon 
Christianity  as  "a  most  powerful  instrument  of  racial 
degeneration,"  nearly  all  the  critics  after  rejecting 
Christ's  divinity,  proclaim  His  mighty  influence  and 
His  superiority  over  all  other  men. 

Illustrative  of  this,  let  me  refer  to  a  paragraph  or 
two  from  The  Great  Galilean  by  Keable: 

"We  do  not  know,"  he  writes,  "with  anything  ap- 
proaching historical  certainty  of  whom  He  (Jesus) 
was  born,  or  when,  or  where:  how  long  He  lived,  or 
how  long  He  labored:  and  the  sayings  which  are  in- 
dubitably his  are  a  mere  handful."  After  writing  his 
story  of  the  Galilean,  he  says,  "Christ  stands  for  the 
highest  development  of  man:  and,  try  as  we  will,  we 
cannot  see  any  other  intelligent  mind  than  man's  in 
the  universe." 

Keep  that  thought  in  mind  when  some  cynic  refers 
to  God  as  a  mere  essence  or  force.  To  continue:  "To 
the  other  forces  that  we  dimly  sense  we  cannot  attribute 
personality,  but  to  Christ  we  can  and  must.  He  is  our 
God."  True,  the  author  is  referring  to  a  traditional 
Christ  more  than  to  the  historical  Christ  when  he  says 
this,  but  these  two  quotations  illustrate  the  point  I  am 
making. 

The  Efficiency  of  the  Church  of  Christ 

Again  Lewis  Browne,  author  of  The  Believing 
World,  says:  "Almost  two  thousand  years  ago  there 
was  born  in  the  Galilean  village  of  Nazareth,  a  Jewish 
child  to  whom  was  given  the  name  of  Joshua,  or  Jesus. 
We  do  not  know  for  certain  how  the  early  years  of  this 
child  were  spent.  The  Gospels  recount  many  legends 
concerning  his  conception,  birth,  and  youth,  but  they 
are  no  more  to  be  relied  on  than  the  suspiciously  similar 
legends  told  many  centuries  earlier  about  Zoroaster." 

Yet,  of  the  efficiency  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  this 
same  critic  says:  It  "has  made  life  livable  for  count- 
less millions  of  harried  souls.  It  has  taken  rich  and 
poor,  learned  and  ignorant,  white,  red,  yellow,  and 
black  —  it  has  taken  them  all  and  tried  to  show  them 
a  way  to  salvation.  To  all  in  pain  it  has  held  out  a 
balm;  to  all  in  distress  it  has  offered  peace.  To  every 
man  without  distinction  it  has  said:   'J^sus  died  for 
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youV  To  every  human  creature  on  earth  it  has  said: 
*You  too  can  be  saved!'  And  therein  lies  Christianity's 
highest  virtue.  It  has  helped  make  the  weak  strong 
and  the  dejected  happy.  It  has  stilled  the  fear  that 
howls  in  man's  breast,  and  crushed  the  unrest  that 
gnaws  at  his  soul.  In  a  word,  it  has  worked  —  in  a 
measure." 

Christianity  Not  Yet  Fully  Tried 

That  is  a  remarkable  admission  when  we  realize 
that  Christianity  has  in  reality  never  yet  been  fully 
tried. 

Doubt  is  not  to  be  condemned.  Sincere  doubting 
sometimes  leads  to  truth,  but  to  reject  without  sufficient 
evidence  is  fatal  to  the  soul. 

Some  years  ago,  I  think  July,  1935,  I  sat  in  an 
audience  at  Palmyra,  N.Y.  The  occasion  was  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  monument  on  the  Hill  Cumorah.  As  in- 
vited guests,  there  sat  on  the  platform  prominent  of- 
ficials of  city  and  state,  among  whom  was  former 
Supreme  Court  Justice  of  New  York,  Judge  S.  Nelson 
Sawyer.  He  was  past  the  four-score-year  mark.  He 
was  not  very  well,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  he 
came  to  the  services.  At  first  he  thought  he  could  not 
speak,  because  he  had  been  too  ill  to  prepare  a  speech; 
but  he  responded  and  gave  a  remarkable  address, 
extemporaneously.  He  related  his  experiences  as  they 
concerned  the  boy,  Joseph  Smith.  Now  keep  in  mind 
the  fact  that  Joseph  Smith  was  martyred  in  June,  1844. 
The  judge  being  over  eighty  was  born  about  the  time 
Joseph  Smith  died,  so  the  judge  as  a  boy  did  not  see 
Joseph  Smith  and  had  no  association  with  him,  yet  he 
stood  there  before  several  thousand  people  and  told 
about  specific  things  which  happened  in  Joseph  Smith's 
boyhood,  and,  furthermore,  related  definitely  the  atti- 
tude of  his  father  and  others  who  knew  the  boy. 

It  was  very  enlightening  to  me;  particularly,  when 
he  referred  to  his  having  later  in  life  met  two  young 
missionaries.  The  judge  then  was  in  college  yet  stiU 
harbored  the  prejudice  that  was  instilled  in  his  heart 
when  he  was  a  boy.  Now  the  point  I  am  making  is 
this:  There  was  no  doubt  in  my  mind  about  the  reality 
of  Joseph  Smith  and  about  the  truth  of  those  experi- 
ences which  Judge  Sawyer  related  on  that  occasion, 
and,  yet,  nearly  a  century  had  passed  since  those  acts 
were  performed  and  since  those  instances  happened  in 
Joseph  Smith's  life. 

( Concluded  on  following  page. ) 
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THE  REALITY  OF  CHRIST 

(Concluded  from  preceding  page.) 

Testimony  of  Paul 

Now  let  us  go  back  to  the  time  of  the  apostles.  In 
Corinth  we  meet  a  little  brown-eyed  tent  maker, 
patiently  working  with  calloused  hands  at  his  chosen 
trade.  With  him  are  two  young  men,  one  of  whom 
we  know  pretty  well,  Timotheus.  Of  the  other,  Syl- 
vanus,  we  know  very  little,  and  of  him  have  no  descrip- 
tion. Paul,  the  tent  maker,  alternating  his  work  with 
dictation,  is  giving  them  a  message  to  take  back  to  the 
Thessalonians.  Paul  loved  Timothy  and  called  him  his 
own  "son  in  the  faith." 

Can  you  imagine  any  man  who  so  loved  a  son  tell- 
ing him  something  which  the  teller  thought  lacked 
authenticity,  or  which  was  not  real?  I  cannot.  I  men- 
tion this  instance  because  the  tent  maker's  words  then 
sent  to  the  Thessalonians  are  the  oldest  recorded  testi- 
mony that  we  have  of  the  Christ.  When  was  it?  Not 
earlier  than  forty-eight  years  after  Christ,  perhaps  as 
late  as  52  A.D.,  approximately  fifteen  years  after  the 
crucifixion!  Many  were  then  living  who  had  walked 
with  Jesus  and  talked  with  Him.  Only  fifteen  years! 
Hundreds  of  men  still  living  who  could  testify  of 
personal  experiences  with  Jesus  the  Christ! 

Testimony  of  Luke 

Luke  was  a  man  of  education.  He  was  a  physician, 
and  a  Greek  of  Grecian  culture.  Though  he  was  not  an 
eye-witness  of  the  Christ,  he  met  many  who  were,  and 
then  wrote  two  accounts  which  he  dedicated  either  to 
a  ruler  or  to  a  friend.  In  one  of  these  he  said:  Christ 
"had  given  commandments  unto  the  apostles  whom 
he  had  chosen:  To  whom  also  he  shewed  himself  alive 
after  his  passion  by  many  infallible  proofs."  When  Luke 
wrote  that  message  he  was  just  as  convinced  of  the 
reality  of  the  Risen  Christ,  and  accepted  Him  as 
definitely  as  Judge  Sawyer  knew  and  accepted  the 
reality  of  Joseph  Smith. 

With  all  my  soul  I  believe  with  Peter,  that  impetu- 
ous apostle,  that  "there  is  none  other  name  under 
heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we  must  be  saved." 
In  that  day  Christ  was  real  to  Peter;  and  He  is  just  as 
real  today. 

The  One  and  Safe  Guide 

There  is  one  idea  indispensable  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  permanent  peace,  which  too  many  men  and 
some  nations  have  obliterated  from  their  minds  en- 
tirely, but  which  should  be  reburnished  until  it  shines  as 
the  unclouded  noonday  sun.  I  call  it  an  idea  having  in 
mind  the  fact  that  "there  is  more  dynamite  in  an  idea 
than  in  many  bombs."    It  is  as  old  as  the  Lord's  first 


message  to  man,  and  some  may  call  it  trite— men  in  the 
past  have  entertained  it  for  a  time,  have  dallied  with  it, 
then  without  attempting  to  make  it  a  reality  have  per- 
mitted it  to  drop  below  the  plane  of  consciousness  and 
even  to  sink  into  the  abyss  of  unbelief.  This  idea,  so 
frequently  mentioned,  but  so  seldom  practiced,  con- 
notes things  which  if  lost  civilization  itself  is  lost.  It 
connotes  the  right  to  live,  to  be  treated  decently,  to 
be  kindly  spoken  to,  to  enjoy  home,  to  love  and  to 
be  loved.  It  connotes  strength  to  defend  the  Right  — 
sympathy  for  those  who,  striving,  have  failed.  It  con- 
notes justice  and  mercy.  It  turns  the  eye  and  the 
heart  from  beastly  passions  to  noble  aspirations. 

It  is  Christ's  plan  of  Love  and  Service  —  summarized 
in  the  two  great  commandments:  "Thou  shalt  love 
the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy 
soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind. 

"And  .  .  .  thy  neighbour  as  thyself."  (Matthew  22: 
37,39.) 

Since  rejection  of  Christ's  teachings  has  resulted 
in  war  and  useless  bloodshed,  with  only  intermittent 
periods  of  respite  and  progress,  why  in  the  name  of 
reason  should  people  not  be  willing  to  substitute  for 
selfish  aggrandizement  Christ's  principle  of  brotherly 
consideration?  As  a  first  step,  for  example,  make  truly 
applicable  the  simple  injunction  of  putting  one's  self 
in  the  other  fellow's  place,  the  surest  of  all  means  of 
eliminating  the  bitterness  that  characterizes  misunder- 
standings. 

No    thinking   person    can    say   truthfully    that    the 
application  of  this  one  simple  act  if  practiced  among 
individuals  and  nations  would  not  bring  about  a  better* 
world! 

Equally  effective  and  applicable  are  His  teachings 
regarding  the  value  and  sacredness  of  human  life,  the 
virtue  of  forgiveness,  the  necessity  of  fair  dealings. 
His  condemnation  of  the  sin  of  hypocrisy,  and  of  covet- 
ousness.  His  teachings  regarding  the  saving  power  of 
love,  and  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  His  doctrine 
of  arbitration  as  a  means  of  settling  difficulties  and 
quarrels  if  applied  by  warring  nations  would  in  itself 
do  away  with  war. 

Christ  is  real;  He  lives!  "...  I  know  that  my  re- 
deemer liveth,  .  .  ."  said  the  suffering  Job.  "And  though 
after  my  skin  worms  destroy  this  body,  yet  in  mv 
flesh  shall  I  see  God."  (Job  19:25,  26.)  His  life  was 
real.  He  was  born  of  God.  The  One  Perfect  Gentle- 
man who  ever  lived  —  the  Ideal  Man  whose  character 
was  supreme;  our  Brother,  Our  Savior,  the  Anointed 
One. 

God  help  us  to  make  Him  real  in  our  lives! 
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THE     INSTRUCTOR 


Question  Box 


Who  Reeruits 


Class  of  Investigators: 


7 


Investigators,  Genealogyr  Class  Officers,  Devotional  Prelude,  Invocations 


Stake  Missionaries? 

QWho  is  responsible  for  re- 
*  cruiting  members  for  the  In- 
vestigators' class:  the  stake  mission- 
aries or  the  ward  Sunday  School  en- 
listment director? 

—East  Jordan  ( Utah )  Stake. 


A.  Members  for  the  Investiga- 
tors' class  are  usually  made  aware  of 
the  class  and  warmly  invited  to  at- 
tend it  through  visits  of  stake  mis- 
sionaries. Interested  friends  also 
bring  in  many.  Congenial  Sunday 
School  greeters  at  the  door  do  much 
in  making  them  feel  welcome  and 
wanted  and  in  bringing  them  back. 

The  teacher  of  the  Investigators' 
class  also  has  a  great  responsibility. 
Investigators  often  have  friends  who 
are  not  members  of  the  Church.  If 
the  lesson  is  made  so  alive  and  ap- 
pealing by  a  well-prepared  teacher, 
the  investigators  themselves  become 
splendid  recruitment  officers. 

The  enlistment  director's  primary 
job  with  this  class  is  to  follow  up 
members  as  soon  as  they  are  bap- 
tized and  keep  them  coming,  though 
of  course,  he  needs  to  be  keenly  and 
warmly  aware  of  all  the  members  of 
the  class. 


Genealogy  for  Teens 

Q.  The  Sunday  School  superin- 
tendent of  one  of  our  wards  has 
asked  if  there  is  any  material  avail- 
able for  teaching  a  group  of  hoys 
and  girls,  perhaps  12-14  years  of  age, 
a  course  in  genealogy.  He  says  they 
would  like  to  teach  such  a  course  to 
these  young  people. 

—South  Carolina  Stake. 


A.  Nearly  every  course  of  study 
for  classes  above  the  Junior  Sunday 
School  contains  some  lessons  on 
genealogical  work.  In  addition^ 
there  is  an  excellent  beginners' 
course  in  genealogical  work  for 
young  adults.  The  General  Board 
recommends  that  all  classes  in  the 
Sunday  School  study  the  prescribed 
courses  of  study.  An  alert  teacher 
of  any  teen-age  class  will  weave  the 
importance  of  genealogical  work  and 
temple  marriage  into  lessons  as  they 
unfold. 


It  does  something  to  the  boy  and 
girl  to  be  set  apart  for  any  calling 
in  the  Church.  They  possibly  might 
take  their  calling  to  be  enlistment 
and  fellowship  oflPicer  for  the  class 
more  seriously  if  set  apart. 


Tenure  of  Class  Officers 

Q.    How  long  should  class  officers 

serve? 

A.  Class  oflBcers  should  serve  at 
least  three  months,  better  six  months 
and  longer  with  average  size  or 
small  classes.  The  Sunday  School 
faculty  should  collaborate  to  see 
that  every  class  member  as  far  as 
possible  gets  the  opportunity  of  such 
leadership  sometime  in  the  journey 
through  the  Senior  Sunday  School 
courses. 


Devotional  Prelude 

Q.  Is  it  proper  that  the  prelim- 
inary music  be  played  after  the  con- 
gregation has  been  seated  and 
brought  to  order  by  the  conducting 
officer? 

—West  Boise  (Idaho)  Stake. 

A.  The  devotional  prelude  is  to 
begin  approximately  five  minutes  be- 
fore the  formal  opening  of  the  wor- 
ship service.  The  prelude  ends  as 
the  conducting  officer  begins  the 
formal  opening  of  Sunday  School. 


Set  Officers  Apart? 

Q.  Should  class  officers  be  set 
apart? 

—Willamette  (Oregon)  Stake. 

A.  Class  officers  are  not  Sunday 
School  officers,  and  therefore  do  not 
come  under  the  instruction  in  The 
Sunday  School  Handbook,  page  76, 
that  ".  .  .  all  the  officers  in  the  auxil- 
iary organizations,  stake  and  ward, 
should  be  set  apart."  Rather  it  is 
left  to  "the  discretion  of  the  bishop 
or  other  presiding  authority  in- 
volved." 


Who  Gives  Invocation? 

Q.  7*  it  proper  for  anyone  at- 
tending Sunday  School  (young  or 
old)  to  open  Sunday  School  with 
prayer  when  the  priesthood  is  pres- 
ent? 

—Bear  Lake  (Utah)  Stake. 

A.  The  suggestion  that  only 
priesthood  members  be  called  upon 
to  open  or  close  sacrament  meetings 
with  prayer,  does  not  include  aux- 
iliary meetings  such  as  Sunday 
School.  You  may,  therefore,  con- 
tinue to  call  on  women  and  children 
as  well  as  priesthood  members  to 
offer  prayers  at  Sabbath  School. 


Editor's  Note:  If  you  have  a  question  regard- 
ing   Sunday   School    procedure,    send    it    to: 
The   Question  Box,    The  Instructor  Editorial 
Dept.,  50  North  Main,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  Not 
all    answers    can   be   published    in   the   magazine, 
but  each  inquiry  will  receive  a  written  reply. 
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Superintendent  George  R.  HilVs  Page 


EASTER  MEANS  .  .  . 


More  than 
Eggs  and 


By  Milton  Bennion 


MILTON  BENNION 
To  the  disciple  this  day  is  more  important 

Editor's  Note:  This  timely  editorial  by  the  late  Gen- 
eral Superintendent  Milton  Bennion  was  so  meticulous- 
ly lived  by  this  great  and  lovable  teacher  that  it  is 
thought  that  all  Sunday  School  workers  should  have 
a  copy  and  should  know  the  standards  by  which  he 
patterned  his  life.  The  following  is  reprinted  from  The 
Instructor,  Volume  79,  page  124  for  March,  1944. 


TN  celebration  of  Easter  young  children  may  be  con- 
tent  with  Easter  eggs,  and  some  society  women 
with  Easter  hats.  To  the  mature  disciple  of  Christ, 
however,  the  significance  of  the  day  is  vastly  more 
important  than  mere  eggs  and  feathers. 
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First,  it  is  related  to  faith  in  the  divinity  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  his  power  over  death  manifest  in  his  resur- 
rection. His  immortal  and  glorified  body,  joined  with 
his  pure  and  imperishable  spirit,  became  an  objefct 
of  reverence,  trust  and  worship  to  be  ever  remembered 
in  gratitude  by  his  disciples  in  all  ages.  What  does 
this  mean  for  each  of  us?  Is  profession  of  belief  in 
the  Redeemer  enough,  or  is  it  required  that  this  belief 
be  manifest  in  an  active  faith  that  brings  the  individual 
into  conformity  to  the  life  and  teachings  of  the  Christ? 

There  are,  unfortunately,  some  Church  members 
who  put  chief  emphasis  upon  belief,  who  judge  their 
fellows  by  their  confession  of  belief,  rather  than  by 
their  conduct  in  their  relations  with  their  fellow  men. 
Professions  of  belief  in  Christ  without  bringing  conduct 
and  character  into  conformity  with  the  moral  and 
practical  religious  teachings  of  the  Master  is  irrehgious, 
a  Uability  to  the  cause  of  Christ.  Many  young  men  and 
women,  and  some  not  so  young,  tend  to  lose  faith  in 
the  Church  because  some  individuals  who  make  great 
profession  of  belief,  manifest  more  intolerance  toward 
anyone  who  does  not  believe  as  they  do  than  it  is 
manifest  in  living  a  Christlike  life. 

No  one  should,  of  course,  lose  faith  in  God  and 
the  divinity  of  His  work  because  of  the  weaknesses 
of  faUible  men,  whatever  their  professions  may  be. 
In  practice,  however,  the  faith  of  some  young  people 
is  shaken  by  what  they  observe  in  their  superior 
ecclesiastical  ojBEicers.  Thus  it  becomes  a  very  great 
responsibility  of  every  officer  and  teacher  in  the  Church 
to  so  live  that  his  character  and  conduct  will  inspire 
others  to  greater  faith  and  higher  standards  of  moral 
and  religious  living. 

"Thou  believest  that  there  is  one  God;  thou  doest 
well:  the  devils  also  beheve,  and  tremble.  But  wilt 
thou  know,  O  vain  man,  that  faith  without  works  is 
dead?"  (Jf^mes  2:19,  20.) 

What  leads  faith  to  express  itself  in  works?  Love. 
The  first  and  the  second  great  commandment.  The 
beloved  disciple  tells  us  that  "perfect  love  casteth  out 
fear."  May  it  not  be  said  with  equal  truth  that  perfect 
love  casteth  out  selfishness?  Selfishness  is  incompatible 
with  love,  as  it  is  also  with  the  golden  rule. 

Critical  analysis  of  our  own  conduct  and  the  motives 
that  lead  us  to  sins  of  commission  and  of  omission 
should  help  us  to  determine  to  what  extent  our  judg- 
ments and  our  actions  grow  out  of  selfishness.  This 
applies  to  all  of  our  social  connections  and  responsi- 
bilities. These  are  numerous  and  complex.  It  may  be 
relatively  easy  to  be  unselfish  with  members  of  our 
own  family  where  the  natural  ties  of  love  are  strong, 
but  how  about  our  behavior  as  neighbors,  as  citizens  of 
our  local,  state  and  national  organizations,  and  our 
relations  with  our  fellow  men  of  other  nations  and 
races? 

Are  we  governed  in  our  thinking  of  these  larger 
relations  by  our  love  of  God  and  of  all  of  His  chil- 
dren, or  do  our  selfish  interests  determine  our  judg- 
ments and  our  conduct?  Honest  and  unbiased  self- 
criticism  may  help  us  to  rise  to  newness  of  life  —  the 
most  appropriate  celebration  of  Easter. 

Our  appreciation  of  what  Christ  did  for  us  and  our 
consequent  obligations  to  Him  are  expressed  in  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 
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Let  my  students  see  beyond  today,  toward  the  Kingdom  of  our  Father. 


Teacher's  Testimony 


By  Ralph  Flygare 


npHERE  are  times  in  life  when  one 
feels  an  overwhelming  desire  to 
communicate  belief  to  others.  What 
beliefs  can  stir  up  one's  inner  feel- 
ings to  this  degree?  For  me  there 
are  two:  The  beckoning  of  exalted 
glory  and  the  temptations  of  scien- 
tific materialism.  Let  me  tell  you  of 
these  beliefs  and  how  they  came  to 
be. 

I  grew  up  as  a  disciple  of  science. 
I  know  its  fascination,  I  have  felt 
the  godlike  power  man  derives  from 
his  machines;  the  strength  of  a 
thousand  horses  at  one's  fingertips; 
the  control  of  great  mechanical 
brains  which  resolve  mysteries  into 
simple  fact,  the  incomparable  view- 
point of  flight.  I  have  seen  that 
science  is  concise  and  tangible.  At 
this  very  time  in  my  life  I  spend 
six  days  each  week  teaching  men  to 
understand  and  utilize  instruments 
of  science  which  promise  to  replace 


men's  routine  thinking  just  as  motors 
have  replaced  men's  muscles. 

And,  out  of  all  this  I  have  come  to 
profoundly  realize  that  science  has 
become  the  victim  of  its  technolo- 
gists, just  as  rehgion  has  become  the 
victim  of  its  fanatics.  Just  as  the 
truths  of  great  scientists  have  been 
perverted  for  the  material  exploita- 
tion of  industry  and  war,  the  spir- 
itual truths  of  Christ  are  being  per- 
verted by  the  temporal  exploitation 
of  "Christian"  creeds. 

When  I  was  a  child  I  went  to 
Sunday  School  in  a  beautiful  ward 
which  had  these  words  written  over 
the  doorway  to  the  chapel,  "The 
Glory  of  God  is  Intelligence."  I 
have  become  increasingly  aware  of 
the  universal  truth  expressed  in  this 
statement.  As  I  sought  to  unravel 
the  mystery  of  my  existence  and  a 
goal  after  which  I  should  seek,  I 
have    always    come    back   to    God. 


Science  is  easy  because  it  is  simple, 
but  the  Glory  of  God  is  difficult  be- 
cause it  is  not  easily  obtained. 

And  so  on  the  seventh  day  of  each 
week,  in  this  very  building,  I  strive 
to  teach  the  Gospel  in  the  hope  that 
I  can  impart  to  others  the  power  to 
discern  the  truths  of  God  through 
the  veil  of  materialism  which  seems 
to  blind  us  to  the  greatest  promise 
ever  given  to  man— life  eternal! 

My  two  beliefs,  then,  which  1 
wish  to  communicate  to  others,  may 
be  summed  up  by  saying  that  when 
we  worship  God  and  live  by  His 
commandments  as  revealed  to  us  in 
these  latter  days,  the  knowledge  and 
infinite  complexity  of  science  are 
channeled  by  wisdom  beyond  hu- 
man capability.  Instead  of  smother- 
ing religion  with  its  masses  of  data 
and  logic,  it  intensifies  religious 
truth  by  cleansing  it  of  ignorance 
and  superstitution.    We  cannot  be 
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saved  in  ignorance.  But,  remember 
this:  we  have  free  agency  to  accept 
or  reject.  These  Hnes  express  the 
freedom  God  gives  us: 

"He'll  call,  persuade,  direct  aright. 
Bless  them  with  wisdom,  truth  and 

light. 
In  numerous  ways  be  good  and 

kind, 
But  never  force  the  human  mind." 

And  therein  hes  the  call  of  a  teach- 
er. 

We  know  that  our  actions  will  do 
more  to  convert  people  to  our  faith 
than  our  preaching.  It  is  the  man 
who  is  the  missionary— not  his  words. 
.In  order  to  be  a  teacher  one  must 
examine  one's  self  and  strive  to  be 
ever  better  so  that  one  can  teach  by 
example.  What  greater  joy  can 
come,  than  from  the  two-fold  reward 
of  self-improvement  as  well  as  the 
betterment  of  those  we  teach. 

I  have  said  to  my  Sunday  School 
class  on  occasion,  that  the  material 


pay  for  Sunday  School  teachers  is 
very  poor— in  fact  it's  nothing— but, 
the  intangible  reward  is  joy.  The  joy 
that  comes  when  one  sees  that 
others,  through  your  teaching,  are 
able  to  resist  skepticism  and  the 
temptations  of  materialism  and  gain 
a  knowledge  of  the  real  values  of 
this  life. 

The  confusion  of  false  teachings 
led  Joseph  Smith  to  ask  the  Father 
wherein  truth  might  be  found.  We 
know  of  the  results  of  that  search 
after  truth.  Yet  untruths  cloaked  in 
disguise  of  religion  still  exist  about 
us.  How  tragic  it  seems  to  me  to 
think  that  there  are  many  souls  who 
firmly  believe  in  their  hearts  that 
they  have  been  "saved"— saved  on 
a  certain  day,  and  from  that  day  on 
immune  to  the  temptations  of  Satan. 
Such  error  goes  under  the  label  of 
Christianity  in  many  of  the  churches 
of  man. 

Likewise  tragic  is  the  skeptic  who 
worships  in  the  temples  of  science 


and  scofiEs  at  the  supreme  moral  laws 
given  us  by  the  Prince  of  Light. 

In  each  case  the  adherents  to 
these  philosophies  are  often  looked 
upon  as  "good  men." 

How  great,  in  contrast  to  this,  is 
the  joy  that  can  come  from  gaining 
a  personal  testimony  of  the  way  of 
truth  and  light  through  the  raging 
controversies  which  exist— that  we 
may  impart  this  knowledge  to  others 
that  they  might  share  this  joy. 


ABOUT  THE  AUTHOR 

WHEN  this  talk  was  given  during  a 
Sunday  School  Evening  Program, 
Ralph  Flygare  was  head  of  the 
Technical  Publications  Department  of  the 
Telecomputing  Corporation  of  Burbank, 
Calif.  He  is  now  patent  department  su- 
pervisor for  the  same  corporation. 

Coming  from  Afton,  Star  Valley,  Wyo., 
he  graduated  from  the  University  of  Utah 
with    a   degree  in   economics. 

Magic,  air  planes,  high-fidelity  sound 
recordings,  photography  and  a  son  22 
months  old  are  his  special  interests  in  life; 
next,  of  course,  to  his  charming  wife,  the 
former  June  Gerace. 

Brother  Flygare  taught  Course  No.  14, 
"Principles  of  the  Gospel"  during  1954  in 
the  La  Canada  Ward,  Glendale  Stake, 
Calif.  -B.O.H. 
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Suggested  Program  for  Fast  Sunday  Evening  —  June  5,  1953 

Great  Was  Their  Service 

By  Leland  H.  Monson 


npHEME:  Our  Sunday  School  superintendents  give 
a  full  measure  of  devotion  to  the  Sunday  Schools. 

Devotional  Prelude. 

Hymn  by  the  Congregation:  "Thanks  for  the  Sabbath 
School,"  Hymns  —  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints,  No.  177. 

Invocation  by  a  member  of  the  ward  super intendency. 

Musical  Selection  by  a  Soloist  or  by  a  Chorus  or 
Quartet. 

Talk  by  a  Sunday  School  teacher  on  George  Q.  Cannon. 

Talk  by  a  Sunday  School  teacher  on  Lorenzo  Snow. 

Talk  by  a  Sunday  School  teacher  on  Joseph  F.  Smith. 

Hymn  by  the  Congregation:  "It  May  Not  Be  on  the 
Mountain  Height,"  Hymns  —  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  75. 


Talk  by  a  Sunday  School  teacher  on  David  O.  McKay. 

Talk  by  a  Sunday  School  teacher  on  George  D.  Pyper. 

Talk  by  a  Sunday  School  teacher  on  Milton  Bennion. 

Talk  by  a  Sunday  School  teacher  on  George  R.  Hill. 

Musical   Selection  by   a   Soloist  or   by   a   Chorus    or 
Quartet. 

Benediction  by  a  member   of   ward    Sunday   School 
superintendency. 

(All  talks  must  be  restricted  to  four  minutes.  Source 
of  material  for  talks  can  be  The  Instructor,  1949,  pages 
650  to  655.  Teachers  giving  these  talks  should  relate 
them  to  the  lives  of  those  attending  the  meeting  by 
urging  them  to  give  a  full  measure  of  devotion  to  Sun- 
day School  work.) 
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STOP  WAT  TURNOVeH 


It  takes  time  to  develop  Sun- 
day School  workers  and  to 
instill  in  them  traits 
which  prevent  failure  ... 


By  Elder  Sterling  W.  Sill 
Assistant  to  the  Quorum 
of  the   Twelve 


TT  is  thought  that  one  of  the  most 
wasteful,  single  forces  in  the 
Church  is  the  continual  turnover  in 
office  of  Church  workers.  A  high 
turnover  means  that  we  are  continu- 
ally starting  and  stopping.  We  do 
one  thing  for  a  while  and  then  we 
start  over  in  something  else.  We 
build  up  interest  and  enthusiasm  in 
one  thing  and  then  let  it  fall  because 
we  change  direction.  Turnover 
means  wasted  training  and  lost 
continuity. 

The  Sunday  School,  for  example, 
has  60,000  officers  and  teachers,  and 
last  year  approximately  30,000  of 
them  quit  their  jobs.  This  same  pro- 
cess repeats  itself  year  after  year. 
Try  to  imagine  what  would  happen 
m  society  if  50%  of  the  doctors,  law- 
yers, teachers,  scientists,  farmers, 
businessmen,  etc.  quit  their  jobs 
every  year.  In  most  fields,  such  a 
turnover  would  mean  bankruptcy. 
In  a  diflFerent  way  it  also  often  means 
just  that  in  Church  work. 

It  Takes  Time  To  Develop  Workers 

It  takes  many  years  to  develop  a 
good  doctor  or  a  capable  carpenter, 
or  an  expert  teacher,  an  effective 
Sunday  School  superintendent  or  a 
skillful  salesman.  A  great  sales 
organization  analyzed  its  million  dol- 
lar producers  and  found  that  on  an 
average,  it  took  11  years  to  reach  this 
top  position.  A  .continual  turnover 
would  have  meant  but  few  million 
dollar  salesmen. 

In  a  recent  survey,  the  University 
of  California  tried  to  determine  the 
reason    that   most   men    never   rise 
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above  mediocrity  in  their  work.  One 
of  the  most  important  causes  was 
this  troublesome  problem  of  turn- 
over. They  found  that  the  average 
man  changes  occupations  eight  times 
in  his  lifetime.  Usually  each  time 
we  start  over  we  start  at  the  bottom. 
Those  who  are  continually  jumping 
around,  who  never  stay  in  one  place 
very  long,  seldom  do  the  job  effec- 
tively because  they  don't  have  time 
to  develop  a  strong,  interested  en- 
thusiasm. But  when  that  is  once  de- 
veloped it  is  not  easily  changed.  In 
business,  such  people  are  called 
ne'er-do-wells;  and  the  same  prin- 
ciple applies  in  Church  work. 

In  nature  there  is  a  power  called 
momentum.  We  also  have  it  in  the 
Church.  In  anything  we  do,  it 
takes  a  little  time  to  get  up  steam, 
to  develop  zeal,  to  form  good  habits, 
to  get  the  ball  rolling.  It  ta.kes  six 
times  as  much  energy  to  get  a  fly- 
wheel started  as  it  does  to  keep  it  in 
rnotion  after  momentum  has  been 
obtained.  That  is  also  true  in  Church 
work. 

Some  Characteristics  of  Success 

The  Lord  once  said  of  Apostle 
Paul,  "He  is  a  chosen  vessel  unto 
me."  ( Acts  9 :  15 .  )JPaul  knew  how  to 
stick  to  his  job. 

Someone  has  said  that  succjessful 
SuriHay  School  leaders  and  workers 
have  ffiree  characteristics : 
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1.  Power  to^visualizejthe  objective. 

2.  Constancy  of  purpose. 

3.  Ability  to  make  continuous  ef- 

-^Tsr  ^^ — ' 

Only  "he  that  endureth  to  the  end 
shall  be  saved."   {Matthew  10:22.) 

Now  what  can  we  do  about  it? 
First,  we  should  find  out  what  causes 
turnover.  Aristotle  said  that  we  never 
really  know  a  thing  until  we  know 
it  by  its  causes.  Everything  has  a 
cause.  There  are  causes  for  turn- 
over just  as  definite  as  there  are 
causes  for  indigestion  or  toothache. 
We  quit  those  things  which  are  un- 
pleasant. We  can  make  things  more 
pleasant  by  better  selection  in  the 
first  place  so  that  the  worker  will 
not  be  a  square  peg  in  a  round  hole. 
We  should  do  better  recruiting,  in- 
duction, training,  supervision  and 
motivation. 

When  a  person  likes  what  he  is 
doing,  he  does  it  well.  We,  too, 
should  try  to  improve  skills  in 
Church  work.  But  when  anyone  is 
appointed  to  Church  work,  one  of 
the  questions  that  should  be  con- 
sidered is  how  permanent  he  will  be. 
Then  when  he  gets  in  office  we 
should  do  everything  we  can  to  im- 
prove skill  which  increases  pleasure 
and  strengthens  morale.  The  leader 
should  make  many  personal  visits  to 
assist  with  the  workers'  problems 
and  then  to  re-enthuse  and  resell 
him  on  his  opportunity. 


VISUALIZE 


CTIVE. 


A> 


f ANrv  m  PURPOSE. 


ABILITY  TO  WAKE 
ONTINUOUS  eIfoRT. 
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Her 
Most 
Satisfying 
Subject 


HERTA  MELLOR 
She  looks  forward  to  each  Sunday. 


Argentine  Mission 


By  Virginia  Baker 


^^  A  Sunday  School  teacher  must 
develop  a  gift  for  imagining 
things.  Otherwise  it  is  impossible  to 
dramatize  a  lesson.  The  teacher 
must  also  learn  to  describe  people 
and  things  vividly."  So  says  Herta 
Mellor. 

She  speaks  with  the  experience  of 
37  years  as  a  professional  govern- 
ment teacher  and  nearly  three  years 
as  a  Latter-day  Saint  Sunday  School 
teacher.  She  teaches  in  the  Caseros 
Branch,  Central  District,  Argentine 
Mission. 


To  the  Saints  of  Buenos  Aires,  this  monu- 
ment to  Jose  ae  San  Martin  is  a  familiar 
sight.     He    was    founder    of    Argentine 
liberty. 
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Caseros  is  an  overcrowded  little 
town  half  an  hour's  train  journey 
from  Buenos  Aires.  The  Mellors 
live  ten  to  fifteen  minutes  from 
Caseros  in  the  "Garden  City"  of 
Palomar.  Buenos  Aires  lies  about  the 
same  distance  south  of  the  equator 
as  Salt  Lake  City  lies  north  of  it. 

"The  name  of  our  city,  Palomar, 
means  dovecot,  or  pigeon  house," 
Sister  Mellor  explains.  "It  derives  its 
name  from  the  dovecot  in  the  mili- 
tary college  near  our  home.  The 
college  was  built  by  General  Justo 
Jose  de  Urquiza,  who  defeated  the 
tyrannical  Rosas  government  in  1852 
and  was  elected  the  first  Argentine 
president  under  our  Constitution, 
which  was  patterned  after  that  of 
the  United  States. 

"Our  city  is  literally  a  Garden 
City.  The  cottages  stand  on  an  open 
wooded  space  some  five  acres  in 
size.  Each  cottage  has  a  nice  gar- 
den." 

The  exceptional  clarity  of  Sister 
Mellor's  shining  green  eyes  imparts 
to  her  face  a  youthfulness  which  be- 
lies her  fifty-seven  years.  Her  warm 
spiritual  quality  automatically  draws 
people  to  her. 

Baptized  only  three  years  ago, 
Sister  Mellor  was  called  to  instruct 
the  "teen-agers"  a  few  months  after- 


ward. She  also  is  a  member  of  the 
district  Relief  Society  Board  in 
which  capacity  she  supervises  teach- 
ing, theology  and  visiting  teachers. 

From  all  her  teaching  experience 
she  has  decided  there  are  four  char- 
acteristics without  which  no  one  can 
teach  properly.  Two  of  them  — 
imagination  and  dramatization  — 
have  been  mentioned  earlier.  "A 
teacher  must  be  certain  of  the  truth 
of  what  is  being  taught  and  know 
the  subject  thoroughly,"  this  able 
teacher  maintains.  "The  teacher 
must  also  possess  a  certain  fluency 
of  speech  and  must  speak  clearly. 
All  these  qualities  can  be  acquired." 

As  do  all  good  teachers,  Sister 
Mellor  likes  to  use  visual  aids.  The 
right  type  of  visual  aids  are  not 
readily  available  in  South  America, 
so  she  depends  on  the  Church  maga- 
zines. Prints  of  Arnold  Friberg's 
paintings  and  the  Book  of  Mormon 
charts  in  The  Instructor  have  proved 
especially  valuable  to  her. 

"But  I  do  feel  that  the  most  ef- 
fective visual  aids,"  she  comments, 
"are  those  traced  by  the  human 
hand  on  the  blackboard  in  colored 
chalks  as  the  lesson  progresses." 

This  white-haired  teacher  with  a 
youthful  outlook  on  life  uses  the 
special  talents  of  her  pupils  to  good 
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advantage.  It  is  they  who  reproduce 
charts  and  maps  to  scale  and  handle 
the  block-lettering  to  identify  places 
and  people.  She  systematically  se- 
lects certain  pupils  to  teach  the 
class.  Afterward,  and  in  private, 
she  offers  suggestions  on  how  the 
student  can  develop  his  latent  tal- 
ents. She  further  gives  him  the  feel- 
ing that  shortly  he  will  be  expected 
to  do  more  than  he  has  done. 

She  likes  to  use  prepared  cards. 
Each  pupil  is  handed  a  card  on 
which  is  written  a  question.  The 
number  of  the  chapter  and  verses 
where  the  answer  may  be  found  is 
also  listed.  The  pupil  reads  aloud 
the  question  and  reads  directly  from 
the  Scriptures  the  answer  to  it. 

This  class  of  some  twenty  teen- 
agers is  unusual  in  that  the  majority 
is  male.  It's  not  surprising,  then, 
that  a  basketball  court  has  been 
set  up  on  the  Church  property,  at 
the  rear  of  the  spacious  garden 
which  surrounds  the  chapel.  The 
building  was  once  a  family  residence 
and  has  been  converted  for  Church 
use. 

Sister  Mellor's  class  is  studying 
Leland  H.  Monson's  Life  in  Ancient 
America,  and  she  has  this  to  say 
of  Sunday  School  teaching:  "Dur- 
ing thirty-seven  years  of  teaching, 
I  have  never  found  any  subject  more 
fascinating  or  satisfying  than  what 
I  teach  in  Sunday  School.  The  more 
I  analyze  and  the  deeper  I  go  into 
the  subject,  the  stronger  and  happier 
and  more  confident  do  I  feel.  I 
look  upon  the  work  as  a  tremendous 
privilege  and  blessing." 

She  usually  reads  over  the  lesson 
for  the  next  week  right  after  class, 
then  works  it  over  in  her  mind 
through  the  week.  Her  best  time 
for  quiet  thought  is  just  before  she 
goes  to  sleep,  when  she  underlines 
special  passages  in  her  Book  of 
Mormon. 

After  more  thought  the  next  day, 
she  compares  her  views  with  those 
expressed  in  scripture,  and  if  they 
differ,  she  adjusts  her  views. 

On  Thursday  she  decides  on  the 
best  method  of  presentation  for  the 
current  lesson,  and  on  Friday  starts 
gathering  visual  aids.  By  Saturday 
she  has  the  entire  lesson  plan  clear 
in  her  mind. 


"How  many  hours  has  this  process 
taken?"  she  asks.  "I  do  not  know,  be- 
cause during  the  hours  of  sleep,  my 
subconscious  mind  goes  on  working 
and  my  best  ideas  spring  from  this 
source.  As  soon  as  I  wake  up,  I 
hastily  jot  down  anything  worth  re- 
membering from  among  my  dreams." 

Sister  Mellor  speaks  good  Spanish 
and  German,  and  has  a  useful  smat- 
tering of  French.  She  adds,  with  the 
barest  suggestion  of  a  smile  in  the 
depths  of  those  warm  green  eyes, 
"My  English,  I  am  told,  has  im- 
proved greatly  during  the  past  few 
years."  She  still  finds  it  difficult  to 
write  the  language  correctly,  so  her 


Often  seen  by  Saints  of  Buenos  Aires, 
Argentina,  are:  (top)  "The  Historical 
House"  where  Argentina's  founders  first 
met  after  winning  their  country's  freeaom 
from  Spain,  (center)  A  quiet  spot  in  a 
garden  of  beautiful  Palermo  Park,  (bot- 
tom) The  government  house  where  Presi- 
dent Peron  has  his  offices. 


English  husband,  Paul,  helps  with 
translations  of  the  written  word. 

Sister  Mellor's  first  visit  to  a  Lat- 
ter-day Saint  Sunday  School  was  a 
study  in  contrasts.  It  took  place 
shortly  after  her  baptism  and  she 
says,  "My  first  impressions  w;ere 
rather  dismal.  The  chapel  was  a 
primitive,  untidy  looking  building. 
The  members  had  not  had  much 
formal  schooling  or  cultural  experi- 
ences. It  was  all  very  different  from 
the  things  and  people  I  had  known 
in  the  Anglican  Church. 

"And  yet,  at  that  first  meeting  I 
was  struck  by  the  vast  store  of 
knowledge  possessed  by  the  teacher, 
and  the  relatively  high  intelligence 
displayed  by  the  pupils.  I  was  also 
impressed  by  the  interest  the  pupils 
showed  in  the  lesson. 

"In  my  own  class  at  the  moment,' 
there  are  no  investigators,"  Sister 
Mellor  continues,  "but  when  I  did 
have  them,  I  always  gave  them  an 
opportunity  to  express  their  ideas. 
Then  I  explained  the  Church  teach- 
ing on  the  subject,  entering  most 
fully  into  all  details  of  evidences 
which  had  made  us  accept  the  Gos- 
pel." 

An  avid  interest  in  books  on 
archaeology  and  history  provides  for 
Sister  Mellor  a  solid  background  of 
knowledge  for  teaching  her  class. 
This  interest  is  a  far  cry  from  the 
days  when,  as  a  young  woman,  she 
was  a  "fairly  good  tennis  player." 
The  transition  was  bridged  in  part 
by  rearing  her  now  twenty-five-year- 
old  daughter.  Being  "keen  on 
knitting  and  embroidery"  also 
helped. 

Over  the  years  many  changes  in 
Buenos  Aires  have  been  noted  by 
this  energetic  teacher.  It  already 
has  three  million  people,  and  the 
population  is  growing  daily  with 
the  influx  of  many  persons  from  the 
country  and  from  Southern  Europe, 
chiefly  Italy. 

Argentine  members  of  the  Church 
were  never  prouder  of  their  capital 
city  than  during  President  David  O. 
McKay's  visit  there  last  year.  For 
them,  it  was  the  ultimate  tribute 
when  he  told  them  Buenos  Aires 
was  one  of  the  most  beautiful  cities 
he  had  ever  seen. 
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love^  reverence  and  order  prevailed  .  .  . 


When  Tots 


"VrO  young  heads  turned,  no  small 
feet  shuffled  as  visitors  to  the 
Raymond  Second  Ward  Junior  Sun- 
day School  took  their  places  that 
bright  Canadian  spring  morning. 

An  experiment  was  in  progress, 
and  it  was  apparent  from  the  expect- 
ant hush  in  the  air  that  the  children 
assembled  knew  themselves  to  be 
part  of  it. 

Twice  before  the  Taylor  Stake  of 
Alberta  had  conducted  a  similar  ses- 
sion with  such  spectacular  success 
that  they  were  trying  it  again.  Those 
who  came  to  observe  saw  no  real 
departure  from  the  customary  Jun- 
ior Sunday  School  exercises  con- 
ducted in  other  wards  across  the 
land.  What  they  sensed,  however, 
as  the  session  progressed,  was  a 
remarkable  concentration  of  all  that 
was  best  about  the  Sunday  Schools 
they  had  observed  elsewhere.  Here 
there  seemed  to  be  a  little  smoother 
coordination,  a  more  alert  attention, 
a  deepened  feeling  of  reverence,  and 
a  stronger  awareness  on  the  part  of 
everyone  present  of  the  consequence 
of  the  Sunday  School  session. 

The  secret,  they  were  to  find  out, 
lay  in  the  fact  that  something  rare 
and  impressive  in  the  field  of  teach- 
ing techniques  was  in  progress  —  a 
demonstration  Junior  Sunday  School. 

It  all  began  back  in  1952  when 
stake  officers,  making  their  rounds, 
began  saying  to  each  other,  "Would- 
n't it  be  wonderful  if  the  sacrament 
services  of  every  ward  could  be  con- 
ducted as  smoothly  as  these  have 
been  this  morning!"  Or,  "What  a  lift 
this  singing  gives  you,"  or,  perhaps, 
"Have  you  ever  heard  the  short  talks 
delivered  with  such  clarity  and  con- 
fidence?" Finally,  it  was  natural 
enough  that  they  should  say,  "What 
a  fine  thing  it  would  be  if  all  our 
officers  and  teachers  could  go  from 
ward  to  ward  and  absorb  the  best 
each  has  to  offerl" 
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The  chorister,  Geraldine  Palmer,  conducted  first  a  concert  practice  of  words,  had  them 
spoken  to  music,  finally  had  them  sung  to  music.*^ 


Out  of  such  chance  remarks  an 
idea  began  to  take  shape.  Would  it 
be  possible  to  "borrow"  the  most 
effective  techniques  and  teachers 
from  the  various  wards  and  give 
a  practical  demonstration  that  would 
stress,  in  one  carefully  coordinated 
session,  ^11  that  was  best  from  each? 

There  would  be  difficulties,  of 
course.  It  would  mean  breaking  an 
established  pattern  that  had  much 
to  its  credit.  It  had  been  the  custom 
at  monthly  preparation  meetings  for 
coordinators,  teachers,  and  others  to 
exchange  ideas  and  methods  with 
much  resulting  good.  But  effective 
as  this  conventional  and  time-hon- 
ored plan  had  been,  it  lacked  the 
impact  that  a  more  concrete  experi- 
ence could  furnish. 

W'^hy  not  provide,  then,  the  living 
example  of  a  model  Sunday  School 
in  action? 

Coordinators,  officers,  and  teach- 
ers threw  themselves  into  the  plan 
that  resulted  in  two  demonstrations. 
One  was  held  in  the  Raymond  First 
Ward  in  1952  and  the  other  in  the 


Magrath  Second  Ward  in  1953. 
These  experiments  brought  such 
glowing  responses  that  by  1954  the 
idea  of  a  demonstration  Sunday 
School  had  firmly  taken  root. 

In  the  Raymond  Second  Ward  the 
demonstration  session  substituted  for 
the  customary  monthly  preparation 
meeting.  The  demonstrations 
brought  out,  according  to  a  report 
by  Hilda  E.  Larson,  stake  coordi- 
nator, more  than  87%  of  all  Junior 
Sunday  School  officers  and  teachers 
(half  the  wards,  one  of  which  was 
from  out  of  town,  having  100%  at- 
tendance), 120  children  and  about 
20  visitors. 

The  scene,  as  Sister  Larson  de- 
scribes it,  might  be  a  replica  of  what 
takes  place  on  any  Sabbath  morning 

**Officers  of  the  Raymond  Second  Ward  Sun- 
day School,  Taylor  (Canada)  Stake  on  the 
stand  are:  (1.  to  r. )  Maxine  Christensen,  secre- 
tary; A.  D.  Bennett,  second  counselor  in  bish- 
opric; John  Housley,  first  assistant  Sunday  School 
superintendent;  Iva  Jensen,  coordinator;  Kath- 
erine  Brandley,  assistant  coordinator;  Dora  Oler, 
organist;  Geraldine  Palmer  (on  steps),  chorister; 
Irene  AUred  and  daughter  Ann  are  by  piano. 
Children  on  the  stage  are  David  Nilsson,  Ross 
Jensen,  Eileen  Jones,  Andy  Hudson,  and  Sandra 
McBride. 
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Helped  Teach 


By  Pearl  Allred 


in  any  Junior  Sunday  School  where 
love  and  reverence  and  order  pre- 
vail. 

There  is  the  usual  Sunday  morn- 
ing quiet,  with  a  note  of  solemnity 
added,  since  this  occasion  is  "spe- 
cial," At  the  door  a  young  boy, 
Gregory  Strong  from  the  oldest 
class,  offers  a  subdued  but  pleasant 
greeting,  and  the  familiar  strains  of 
the  prelude  music  begin. 

But  this,  specifically,  is  the  pro- 
gram as  it  took  place  on  that  "special" 
Sunday,  memorable  alike,  now,  to 
workers  and  members  of  the  Taylor 
Stake: 

I.  Prelude  Exercises. 

A.  Preludial  Music  —  a  piano 
duet,  "Love  at  Home," 
played  by  Irene  Allred  and 
her  Junior  Sunday  School 
daughter,  Ann. 

B.  Preludial  Thought— Marilyn 
Kendt 

"In  Sunday  School  we're  taught 
To  sing  and  learn  the  Sav- 
iour's ways- 
Be  kind  and  good  and  loving, 
too— 
So  we'U  be  happy  all  life 
through." 

II.  Opening  Exercises. 

A.  General  Welcome— A  mem- 
ber of  the  superintendency 
assigned  to  Junior  Sunday 
School. 

B.  Welcome  —  Iva  Jensen,  co- 
ordinator officially  in  charge 
of  the  exercises. 

C.  Opening  Song  —  Geraldine 
Palmer,  chorister  in  charge 
of  demonstration. 

D.  Opening  Prayer  —  Eileen 
Jones. 

E.  Second  Song  —  "Jesus  Once 
Was  a  Little  Child." 

III.  The  Sacrament  Service. 

A.  Flannelboard  Story  —  Rose 
Hudson  ( about  2/2  minutes ) . 


B.  Sacrament  Gem  —  Andy 
Hudson. 

C.  Sacrament  Song  —  "The 
Bread  and  Water." 

D.  Blessing  and  Passing  of 
Sacrament— priests,  deacons 
and  elders. 

IV.  Rest   Period   and    Exercises    — 
Katherine  Brandley,  leader. 
V.  Short,  Inspirational  Talks— San- 
dra McBride,  David  Nilsson. 

VI.  Song  Practice  (10  minutes)  — 
Geraldine  Palmer. 

( Background  for  the  song,  "Ere 
You  Left  Your  Room  This 
Morning,"  was  established  by 
discussion,  carefully  chosen 
pictures  and  use  of  flannel- 
board.  Chorister  conducted 
first  a  concert  practice  of  words, 
then  had  them  spoken  to  music, 
finally  had  them  sung  to  music. 
No  song  books  used  except  by 
organist  and  teachers. ) 

VII.  Dismissal  for  Classes. 

Each  demonstration  class,  Sister 
Larson  explains,  was  conducted  by 
its  accustomed  teacher,  and  visiting 
teachers  were  thus  allowed  the 
privilege  of  observing  the  techniques 
used  under  natural  conditions  in 
their  own  departments.  The  co- 
ordinator, too,  stresses  the  fact  that 
all  teachers  used  for  demonstration 
purposes  were  mature  women  — 
most  of  them  having  reared  fam- 
ilies of  their  own  and  all  possessing 
a  deep  understanding  and  love  of 
children.  Most  of  them  have  taught 
in  the  Junior  Sunday  School  since 
it  was  first  organized  in  the  spring 
of  1950.  Their  success  lies  in  the 
fact  that  they  work  with  the  co- 
ordinator and  other  officers  as  a 
well-organized  team,  and  that  a 
spirit  of  harmony  and  cooperation 
prevails  in  all  their  meetings. 

Sister  Larson  attributes  the  strik- 
ing success  of  the  demonstration 
Junior    Sunday    School    to    several 


things:  First,  to  the  clarity  with 
which  the  great  truths  of  the  Gospel- 
were  presented,  so  that  the  young- 
est child  might  grasp  them;  second, 
to  the  variety  and  richness  of  the 
spiritual  experiences  provided;  third, 
to  the  infinite  care  and  preparation 
that  preceded  the  actual  demon- 
stration; and  fourth,  to  the  love  and 
fervor  which  pervaded  the  hearts  of 
all  who  participated. 

All  who  were  part  of  the  great 
"experiment"  are  convinced  that  an 
effective  new  way  has  been  opened; 
to  improve  the  spirit,  as  well  as  the 
technique,  of  conducting  and  teach- 
ing the  Junior  Sunday  School. 
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■■/  Call  It  Grace"  * 

By  Louis  ^romjield 

NE  of  the  greatest  of  human  and 
Christian  qualities  is  one  of  the 
least  practiced  and  the  most  over- 
looked in  this  "Age  of  Irritation."  It 
is  at  once  an  involved  and  a  simple 
thing  called  "grace"  which  largely 
seems  to  have  gone  out  of  the  lives 
of  many  of  us. 

"Grace"  is  not  easy  to  define  be- 
cause it  is  both  intangible  and  com- 
plex. The  brutal  never  know  it,  nor 
the  stupid,  nor  the  bullies,  nor  is  it 
to  be  found  in  the  envious,  the 
malicious,  the  person  with  a  "chip 
on  his  shoulder"  or  the  arrogant. 

At  its  base,  it  is  simple  kindliness. 
But  it  is  also  a  capacity  to  put  one's 
self  in  the  place  of  the  other  fellow^ 
to  understand  his  feelings  and  sensi- 
bilities. It  is  the  quintessence  of 
tact.  It  is  the  very  first  quality  which 
identifies  the  true  lady  or  the  true 
gentleman. 

"Grade"  blesses  not  only  the  re- 
ceiver but  the  giver.  It  is  part  of 
that  thing  known  as  "charm"  which 
is  so  valuable,  not  only  to  the  pos- 
sessor, but  to  those  others  to  whom 
it  gives  pleasure. 

"Grace"  makes  the  way  easy  and 
at  the  same  time  it  is  a  powerful 
force.  It  can  pave  the  way  to  ma- 
terial success  and  provide  advan- 
tages and  opportunities  that  are 
closed  to  those  who  do  not  possess 
it  or  understand  what  it  is. 

If  there  were  more  "grace"  in  the 
world,  it  would  be  a  far  better  place, 
a  place  in  which  more  people  were 
happy  and  at  peace  with  themselves 
and  with  those  around  them. 

^Reprinted  from  This  Week  Magazine.  Copy- 
right 1954  by  the  United  Newspapers  Magazine 
Corporation. 
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FOURTH  OF  A  SERIES 


ELDER  SPENCER  W.  KIMBALL 
The  doing  of  the  will  of  the  Father  is  not  a  momentary  thing  . . 


ABOUT  THE  AUTHOR 


AS  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve,  Elder  Spencer  W.  Kim- 
ball is  widely  known  for  his  leader- 
ship in  promoting  the  advancement 
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Spencer  Woolley  Kimball  was 
born  March  28,  1895  in  Salt  Lake 
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Service  to  the  Church  began  early 
foi;  Elder  Kimball.  He  served  as 
deacon  quorum  president,  and  even 
in  early  teens  as  Sunday  School 
teacher  and  stake  board  member. 
He  fulfilled  a  three-year  mission  in 
the  Central  States  under  Samuel  O. 
Bennion.  Many  years  of  work  were 
devoted  to  the  positions  of  stake 
clerk,  counselor  in  the  stake  presi- 
dency and  stake  president.  From 
the  latter  position,  in  Mount  Graham 
Stake,  he  was  ordained  an  apostle 
on  October  7,  1943. 

Elder  Kimball  has  been  a  com- 
munity builder,  too.  He  has  served 
in  positions  of  leadership  with 
Rotary  clubs,  educational  boards. 
Boy  Scout  councils  and  profes- 
sional associations. 

Elder  Kimball's  marriage  to  Ca- 
milla Eyring  was  blessed  with 
three  sons  and  a  daughter.  The 
Kimballs  now  have  more  than  a 
dozen  grandchildren,  whose  com- 
pany Elder  Kimball  loves  to  share, 
particularly  around  the  piano,  with 
Elder  Kimball  playing. 

He  is  a  man  who  has  a  deep 
understanding  of  people,  and  who 
uses  that  understanding  unselfishly 
and  constructively. 
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E  believe  that 
the  first  prin- 
ciples and  or- 
dinances of  the 
Gospel  are:  first.  Faith  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ;  second,  Repentance; 
third.  Baptism  by  immersion  for  the 
remission  of  sins;  fourth,  Laying  on 
of  hands  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost." 

The  Lord  promised  in  His  revela- 
tions that: 

".  .  .  Every  soul  who  believeth  on 
your  words,  and  is  baptized  by  wa- 
ter for  the  remission  of  sins,  shall 
receive  the  Holy  Ghost."  (Doctrine 
and  Covenants  84:64.) 

The  Holy  Ghost  is  a  revelator. 
Every  worthy  soul  is  entitled  to  a 
revelation,  and  it  comes  through  the 
Holy  Ghost.  In  Moroni's  farewell  to 
the  Lamanites,  he  says: 

"And  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  ye  may  know  the  truth  of  all 
things."  (Moroni  10:5.)  He  is  a  re- 
minder and  will  bring  to  our  re- 
membrance the  things  which  we 
have  learned  and  which  we  need  in 
the  time  thereof.  He  is  an  inspirer 
and  will  put  words  in  our  mouths, 
enlighten  our  understandings  and 
direct  our  thoughts.  He  is  a  testifier 
and  will  bear  record  to  us  of  the 
divinity  of  the  Father  and  the  Son 
and  of  Their  missions  and  of  the 
program  which  They  have  given  us. 
He  is  a  teacher  and  will  increase 
our  knowledge.  He  is  a  companion 
and  will  walk  with  us,  inspiring  us 
all  along  the  way,  guiding  our  foot- 
steps, impeaching  our  weaknesses, 
strengthening  our  resolves  and  re- 
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Faith  goes  before  the  repentance.    The  exercising  of  faith  is  a 
willingness  to  accept  without  total,  regular  proof  and  to  move 

forward  and   perform  works. 
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vealing  to  us  righteous  aims  and  pur- 
poses. 

The  Holy  Ghost,  a  personage  of 
spirit,  a  member  of  the  Godhead, 
comes  temporarily  and  on  special  oc- 
casions to  some  but  is  given  to  all 
the  children  of  men  when  they  have 
fully  comphed  with  the  program 
provivjed  by  the  Savior  of  the  world. 
When  the  hands  of  proper  authority 
in  due  process  are  laid  upon  the 
head,  the  Holy  Ghost  is  received  by 
every  worthy  soul  who  has  been 
properly  baptized  into  the  kingdom. 

This  baptism  must  be  performed 
by  immersion.  It  is  generally  con- 
ceded by  scholars  even  of  other 
faiths  that  the  baptism  of  the  apos- 
tolic days  was  the  baptism  of  Jesus 
who  was  immersed  in  the  River 
Jordan.  No  man  nor  sect,  without 
direct  revelation  from  the  Lord,  may 
change  or  alter  that  program.  Bap- 
tism, like  the  receiving  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  must  be  administered  by  only 
those  properly  delegated  servants  to 
whom  not  imaginary  authority  but 
real  delegation  from  on  high  has 
been  given.  When  properly  ad- 
ministered according  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Lord,  the  baptized  one 
receives  a  remission  of  his  sins.  This, 
of  course,  presupposes  a  total  re- 
pentance of  those  sins. 

Repentance  is  preliminary  to  and 
a  necessary  forerunner  of  the  bap- 
tism of  the  water  and  of  the  Spirit. 
Repentance  contemplates  a  trans- 
formation of  life,  a  conviction  of  and 


'The  fourth  of  a  series  on  the  Articles  of  Faith 
by  members  of  the  First  Presidency  and  Coun- 
cil of  the  Twelve,  written  especially  for  the  In- 
structor. 
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a  sorrow  for  the  weaknesses  of  the 
flesh;  a  total  abandonment  of  previ- 
ous errors;  a  confession  of  all  these 
sins  and  errors  to  the  Lord  and  in 
certain  major  cases,  to  the  bishop; 
a  restitution  for  the  sin  or  a  re- 
storing, so  far  as  possible,  of  all  the 
damage  done  by  the  sin;  and  finally 
the  doing  of  the  will  of  the  Father 
in  Heaven. 

In  the  Preface  to  the  revelation, 
the  Lord  says: 

"I,  the  Lord  cannot  look  upon  sin 
with  the  least  degree  of  allowance; 

"Nevertheless,  he  that  repents  and 
does  the  commandments  of  the  Lord 
shall  be  forgiven."  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  1:31,  32.) 

The  doing  of  the  will  of  the  Father 
is  not  a  momentary  thing  but  a 
permanent,  eternal  act.  It  cannot 
be  done  in  moments,  hours,  days  or 
weeks.  It  is  a  sustained  effort  and 
contemplates  the  forgiving  of  all 
who  have  trespassed  against  us,  for 
the  Lord  in  His  sample  prayer  said 
that  only  those  could  hope  for  for- 
giveness from  Him  who  in  turn 
would  forgive  others.  It  means  the 
transforming  of  our  lives,  the  render- 
ing of  great  devotion,  the  living  of 
every  commandment.  One  certainly 
is  not  fully  repentant  of  a  major  sin 
who  fails  to  pay  his  tithes,  who  fails 
to  observe  the  Sabbath  or  to  attend 
his  meetings  or  to  give  devoted  serv- 
ice. One  is  not  repentant  of  his 
former  sins  if  he  continues  to  be 
critical  and  if  his  attitude  is  not 
wholesome  and  constructive  and  be- 
lieving. 

Faith  goes  before  the  repentance. 


The  exercising  of  faith  is  a  wiUing- 
ness  to  accept  without  total  regular 
proof  and  to  move  forward  and 
perform  works.  "Faith  without  works 
is  dead"  and  a  dead  faith  will  not 
lead  one  to  move  forward  to  adjust 
a  life  or  to  serve  valiantly.  A  real 
faith  pushes  one  forward  to  con- 
structive and  beneficial  acts  as 
though  he  knew  in  absoluteness. 
The  Prophet  Alma  gave  the  near 
perfect  address  on  faith  in  the  32nd 
chapter  of  Alma.    He  gives  us: 

".  .  .  Faith  is  not  to  have  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  things;  therefore  if 
ye  have  faith  ye  hope  for  things 
which  are  not  seen,  which  are  true." 
(Alma  S2:21.) 

Faith  is  the  planting  of  seeds,  the 
taking  of  steps.  Faith  is  the  child, 
and  when  nourished  and  fed,  grows 
into  maturity  and  becomes  adult  in 
deep  assurance  and  perfect  knowl- 
edge. 

"Without  faith,  it  is  impossible  to 
please  Him." 

And  therefore,  when  one  has  the 
conviction,  he  recognizes  his  imper- 
fections; sets  about  to  overcome 
them;  is  immersed  in  water  by 
proper  authority;  and  thereafter,  by 
the  imposition  of  hands,  receives 
the  glorious  blessing,  the  compan- 
ionship of  the  Holy  Ghost.  These 
are  the  basic  principles  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
as  embraced  in  the  Fourth  Article 
of  Faith. 


Next  month's  treatise  will  be  "The 
Fifth  Article  of  Faith"  by  Elder 
Mark  E.  Petersen. 
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Notes  from  the  Field 


With  Determined  Fingers 


Conducted  hy  Wallace  G.  Bennett 


"With  the  Lord's 
help  I  wiU,"  said 
polio-stricken  Beth 
Pay.  It  took  all  her 
will  power  to  grasp 
that  pen  and  sign 
her  name.  Neoct  she 
mastered  her  type- 
writer. 


Inspiring  Secretary 

OETH  PAY,  secretary  of  Orem 
*-*  (Utah)  Stake  Sunday  Schools, 
had  aheady  earned  the  high  esteem 
of  her  associates  in  Sunday  School 
for  her  work  before  she  was  stricken 
with  polio  last  August.  Her  atti- 
tude and  activities  since  have 
brought  from  LeRoy  L.  Ross,  stake 
superintendent,  an  expression  that 
her  life  is  "an  inspiration  to  me  and 
all  who  know  her  of  the  power  of 
faith  and  determination." 

The  secretaries'  section  of  the 
monthly  preparation  meetings  en- 
joys almost  100%  attendance.  This 
comes  as  a  result  of  careful  prepara- 
tion and  many  hours  of  working 
with  each  ward  secretary.  She  finds 
that  graphs  and  charts  come  in 
handy  at  these  sessions.  Occasion- 
ally she  has  the  secretaries  go  in 
with  the  executives  to  acquaint  each 
with  the  others'  problems. 

Before  being  called  to  her  present 
position,  Sister  Pay  was  enlistment 
secretary  in  the  Timp  View  Ward. 
She  has  done  much  to  help  this  ward 
and  others  with  enlistment  programs 
that  enabled  Orem  Stake  Sunday 
Schools  to  raise  the  average  attend- 
ance from  33%  at  the  1954  Conven- 


tion to  37%  for  the  1955  Convention. 
With  a  stake  .  population  pushing 
7,000,  this  4%  increase  represents  280 
members  now  attending  who  were 
not  a  year  ago. 

After  being  stricken  with  paralysis, 
Sister  Pay  lay  in  the  hospital  several 
weeks.  During  this  time  her  sister 
brought  her  records  and  reports  to 
her  and  Sister  Pay  instructed  her 
sister  how  to  handle  them.  Superin- 
tendent Ross  visited  her  soon  after 
she  returned  home  from  the  hospital. 
Her  right  arm  was  still  paralyzed, 
but  she  had  regained  some  use  of 
her  left  arm  and  the  doctors  were 
encouraging  her  to  use  it.  Brother 
Ross  asked  if  she  could  sign  a  report 
which  needed  her  signature.  She 
said,  "With  the  Lord's  help,  I  will." 
It  took  her  almost  three  minutes  to 
sign  her  name  and  her  entire  body 
was  damp  with  perspiration  from 
the  effort. 

Soon  after.  Superintendent  Ross 
visited  her  again.  He  found  her  with 
a  tj^ewriter  on  her  bed.  She  was 
typing  up  the  minutes  that  had  ac- 
cumulated while  she  was  in  the 
hospital.  She  was  striking  one  key 
at  a  time  with  her  afflicted  left 
hand. 


Photo  by  BYU  Audio- 
visual Center. 


By  now  she  has  put  aside  her 
crutches,  and  can  use  her  limbs.  She 
is  able  to  walk  with  the  aid  of  only 
a  shoe  brace.  She  testifies  that  her 
life  is  a  witness  of  the  power  of 
prayer  and  the  Priesthood.  This  has 
not  been  her  first  serious  illness. 


Enlistment  Succeeds 

CERVING  as  enlistment  director 
in  his  own  La  Brea  Ward,  and 
for  Los  Angeles  (California)  Stake 
Sunday  Schools  since 
early  in  1954,  Wood- 
row  W.  Scott  spear- 
headed a  program 
which  effected  a  40% 
increase  in  attend- 
ance for  the  ward  and 
an  18%  increase  for 
the    stake    in    12  -^ 

months.  Woodrow  W.  Scott 

The  Los  Angeles  Stake  enlistment 
program  is  based  on  three  steps: 
first,  welcome  letters  and  enlistment 
letters;  second,  telephone  calls  to 
potential  class  members;  and,  third, 
personal  visits  by  class  members. 
The  program  is  staffed  as  outlined 
in  The  Sunday  School  Handbook. 
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THE     INSTRUCTOR 


Success  Depends 
on  Your  Attitude! 


HOW  DO  YOU 
MEASURE  UP? 


How  high  do  you  rate  yourself?    This  is 

one  of  the  many  charts  and  graphs  that 

Sister    Pay   uses    to    enrich    her    monthly 

preparation  meetings  for  secretaries. 

A  list  of  potential  members  and 
active  members  is  now  available  in 
every  ward.  Potential  members  are 
selected  for  contact  each  month.  A 
letter  is  sent  to  these  individuals  by 
the  Sunday  School  superintendency, 
inviting  them  to  attend  Sunday 
School  and  enjoy  the  spirit  of  the 
Gospel.  Later  a  phone  call  is  made, 
referring  to  the  letter  and  welcom- 
ing the  person  to  the  Sunday  School 
organization.  This  call  is  usually 
made  by  the  class  president.  Per- 
sonal visits  are  made  by  members 
of  the  class  to  inquire  about  prob- 
lems that  might  prevent  attendance 
at  Sunday  School.  The  letter,  phone 
call,  and  visits  are  all  handled  in 
the  spirit  of  brotherly  love. 


Each  new  member  moving  into 
the  ward  is  also  sent  a  letter  of  wel- 
come and  an  invitation  to  attend 
Sunday  School  by  the  superintend- 
ency. 

A  member  of  the  superintendency 
is  always  at  the  entrance  of  the 
chapel  to  welcome  members  to  Sun- 
day School.  Priesthood  groups  pro- 
vide ushers  to  conduct  people  to 
their  seats,  and  give  them  a  copy 
of  the  printed  program  for  that 
Sunday. 

Brother  Scott  is  now  working  on 
his  Ph.D.  degree  in  sociology  at  the 
University  of  Southern  California. 


CCIENCE  has  solved  many  prob- 
^  lems,  but  it  has  never  been  able 
to  make  men  love  their  neighbors. 


Veteran  Organist  at  Age  8! 

IRENE  WIESS,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  Wiess  of  the  Jef- 
ferson Branch  in  the  Alberta 
(Canada)  Stake,  began  playing  the 
piano  at  age  3  and  became  Sunday 
School  organist  at  age  7.  She  now 
plays  for  the  Primary  as  well.  She 
chooses  the  hymns  each  week,  and 
follows  the  hymn  of  the  month  sug- 
gested regularly. 

Irene  was  born  April  11,  1946. 
Last  year  at  age  8  she  won  the  Sil- 
ver medal  award  for  the  highest 
marks  in  grades  1,  2,  and  3  for  the 
Province  of  Alberta. 


COMING  EVENTS 

April  3,  4  and  6,  1955 

General  Conference,  Salt 

Lake  Tabernacle 


April  3,  1955 
Sunday  School  Aimual 
Conference,  Salt  Lake  Taber- 
nacle, 7:00  p.m. 

April  4,  1955 

March,  1955,  Monthly  Report 

Sent  to  Stake  Secretary 

AprU  10,  1955 
Easter  Sunday 

May  2,  1955 

April,  1955,  Monthly  Report 

Sent  to  Stake  Secretary 

May  8,  1955 
Mother's  Day 


June  5,  1955 

Sunday  School  Sunday 

Evening  Program 

June  6, 1955 

May,  1955,  Monthly  Report 

Sent  to  Stake  Secretary 


Pretty  Irene  Wiess  has  been  Sunday  School 
organist  for  over  a  year. 


Learning  the  Scriptures  Early 

'T'HE  Junior  Sunday  School  officers 
and  teachers  of  the  8th  Ward, 
East  Provo  (Utah)  Stake,  felt  that 
the  Junior  Sunday  School  children 
would  benefit  by  learning  scripture 
and  where  it  is  found. 

They  knew  that  they  would  have 
to  choose  short  passages  that  the 
children  could  understand.  The  first 
one  selected  was  John  15:12;  "This 
is  my  commandment,  That  ye  love 
one  another,  as  I  have  loved  you." 

The  officers  believe  that  if  ap- 
proximately 100  children  can  learn 
one  passage  per  month  that  by  the 
time  they  are  ready  for  missions  they 
should  have  "a  world  of  knowledge." 

A  few  days  after  the  project 
started,  the  father  of  a  4-year-old 
boy  called  Mrs.  B.  Lewis,  Junior 
Sunday  School  coordinator:  "Mrs. 
Lewis,  Orlan  has  something  to  tell 
you."  The  boy  then  repeated  the 
scripture.  To  Mrs.  Lewis,  "that  was 
really  a  thrilling  moment."  The  fa- 
ther mentioned  that  his  son  had 
come  home  from  Sunday  School  and 
told  his  parents  what  he  had  learned. 


IF  there  is  a  particularly  outstanding  performance 
in  some  phase  of  Sunday  School  work  being 
done  in  your  stake,  ward  or  branch,  please 
report  it  to  Brother  Bennett,  who  should  be  ad- 
dressed: Wallace  G.  Bennett,  The  Instructor,  50 
North  Main  Street,  Salt  Lake  City   1,  Utah. 
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Colored  Picture  Article 


J^attij  Irfluglyt  ^j^maris 


By  Ramona  W.  Cannon 


With  gentle  hands  He  wrought  miracles. 

TN  the  two  pictures,  "Nehemiah"  and  "J^sus  Healing 
the  Sick,"  the  miraculous  powers  of  Divinity  are 
brought  to  our  attention. 

Jesus'  heahng  so  many  afflictions  was  only  one  of 
the  tokens  of  his  Godhood,  but  to  frail  human  beings 
it  was  a  powerful  and  merciful  manifestation  of  his 
love  for  them  and  of  his  earthly  mission. 

The  faith  of  Nehemiah  was  so  great  that  God  en- 
dowed him  with  extraordinary  powers  which  truly 
wrought  miracles  in  the  hearts  of  hostile  men  when  he 
was  laboring  to  rebuild  the  destroyed  walls  of  Jeru- 
salem. 


"JESUS  HEALING  THE   SICK" 

■f  iTE  have  only  one  verse  referring  to  this  incident, 
VV  Matthew  4:23.  "And  Jesus  went  about  all  Galilee, 
teaching  in  their  synagogues,  and  preaching  the  gospel 
of  the  kingdom,  and  healing  all  manner  of  sickness  and 
all  manner  of  disease  among  the  people." 

However,  there  are  many  special  instances  of  the 
heahng  power  of  the  Savior,  such  as  his  commanding  the 
man  sick  of  the  palsy  (whose  bed  had  been  let  down 
through  the  roof,  that  he  might  seek  the  Savior's  help) 
to  arise  and  take  up  his  bed  and  walk. 

The  artist  has  caught  in  a  remarkable  manner  the 
various  expressions  of  suffering  from  different  types  of 
afflictions. 

This  is  a  very  basic  picture  showing  the  great  com- 
passion and  love  and  interest  of  the  Savior  in  the  ordinary 
human  beings  about  him.  And  in  their  faces  is  no  veneer, 
but  the  deep  reality  of  trouble. 

Jesus  did  these  healing  miracles  soon  after  he  had 
overcome  the  temptations  of  Satan  and  had  gained  his 
great  spiritual  strength. 

Note  the  fine  grouping  of  the  figures. 

(Cut  out  and  paste  on  hack  of  mounted  picture.) 


*  I  ^HIS  picture  represents  the  Prophet  Nehemiah  —  one 
■'■  of  the  many  Jews  still  dwelling  in  the  royal  Persian 
court  as  the  result  of  the  Babylonian  captivi^  —  when 
he  has  heard  of  the  sad  fate  of  his  brethren  in  Jerusalem 
and  is  fasting  and  praying  to  God  to  help  them. 

Let  us  recall  how  Lehi  had  been  warned  (600  B.C.) 
to  flee  with  his  family  from  Jerusalem,  which  was  about 
to  be  totally  destroyed. 

The  next  year  (599  B.C.)  Nebuchadnezzar,  King  of 
Babylon,  bound  Jehoiakim,  King  of  Judah  and  Jerusalem, 
in  fetters  and  carried  him  to  Babylon  with  many  of  the 
beautiful,  rich  vessels  from  Solomon's  magnificent  temple. 
(11  Chronicles  36:6,  7.) 

The  Lord  sent  messengers  to  warn  the  people,  but 
they  only  mocked  the  men  who  foretold  their  doom. 
( II  Chronicles  36: 15,  16. ) 

Then  came  the  King  of  the  Chaldees  and  ".  .  .  slew 
their  young  men  with  the  sword  in  the  house  of  their 
sanctuary,  and  had  no  compassion  upon  young  man  or 
maiden,  .  . 

"And  they  burnt  the  house  of  God,  and  brake  down 
the  wall  of  Jerusalem,  and  biumt  all  the  palaces  thereof 
with  fire,  .  .  ."  (II  Chronicles  36:17-19.) 

They  took  captive  the  living  into  Babylon,  and  they 
also  carried  away  or  destroyed  all  the  remaining  vessels 
and  treasures  of  the  temple.  (II  Chronicles  36:20.) 

But  the  Lord  inspired  Cyrus  when  he  came  to  the 
throne  of  Persia  to  permit  all  the  Jews  who  wished  to 
return  to  Jerusalem  to  rebuild  the  temple,  to  do  so;  and 
he  commanded  people  to  help  them  with  their  resources. 
He  also  returned  the  sacred  vessels.  (Ezra  1:1-7.) 

Although  everything  possible  was  done  by  adversaries 
to  stop  the  building  of  the  temple,  it  was  finally  finished 
amid  great  rejoicing. 

But  through  the  evil  ways  of  the  people  and  the 
work  of  enemies,  prosperity  ceased.  Nehemiah,  at  the 
Persian  court,  in  Shushan  the  palace,  learned  from  Hanani, 
who  had  just  come  from  Jerusalem,  that  the  Jews  there 
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were  "in  great  afiEliction,"  and  that  the  walls  were  still 
broken  down  and  the  gates  burned  with  fire.  (Nehemiah 
1:1-6.) 

Nehemiah  was  cup  bearer  to  the  king,  and  the  king 
seeing  him  with  a  sad  face  (after  his  weeping  and  fast- 
ing and  praying  to  God  to  help  those  in  Jerusalem) 
asked  his  trouble.  Nehemiah  requested  and  received  per- 
mission to  go  to  Jerusalem  to  rebuild  the  walls  of  the  city. 
(N^emiah  2:1-7 .) 

Nehemiah  kept  his  intent  secret,  even  in  Jerusalem, 
but  he  rose  up  in  the  night  and"  saw  the  destroyed  walls 
and  gates.  Then  he  told  the  nobles  in  Jerusalem  to 
help  him  build  them  again.   (Nehemiah  2:11-15.) 

Many  enemies  feared  having  the  Jews  rebuild  their 
city  and  return  to  power.  "What  do  these  feeble  Jews?" 
they  asked,  but  they  were  afraid.  (Nehemiah  4:2.) 

Opposition  grew  so  powerful,  with  genuine  threat  of 
war  and  killing  that  Nehemiah  ordered  part  of  his  men 
to  stand  guard  fully  armed  while  the  others  worked. 
Also  those  who  worked  labored  with  one  hand  and  held 
ready  a  weapon  in  the  other  for  self-defense. 

Nehemiah  was  blessed  to  understand  the  art  of  build- 
ing, of  military  strategy,  of  civil  government,  of  business, 
of  converting  the  hearts  of  men  to  do  the  work  of  the 
Lord. 

What  he  accomplished  through  his  faith  and  deter- 
mination was  truly  miraculous. 

The  artist  has  picttired  his  remarkable  quaUties  of 
character  in  his  face  and  his  humility  and  faith  in  his 
sincere  attitude  of  prayer. 

Note  the  lovely  colors  of  the  tropical  sky;  the  figmres 
of  animals  worshiped  by  the  Persians;  the  remarkable 
beauty  of  Shushan,  the  palace,  one  of  the  most  luxurious 
ever  known. 

The  architectvire  of  the  columns  is  very  unusual, 
especially  the  small  animal  groups  supporting  the  capitals 
(tops)  of  the  columns. 

(Cut  out  and  paste  on  back  of  mounted  picture.) 
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JESUS    HEALING    THE    SICK 

Matthew  4:  25 


Flannelboard  Story 


A  iFatli^r  3\xx^m^ 


By  Marie  R  Felt 

"And  the  son  said  unto  him,  Father,  I  have  sinned 
against  heaven,  and  in  thy  sight,  and  am  no  more 
worthy  to  he  called  thy  son. 

"But  the  father  said  to  his  servants,  Bring  forth  the 
best  robe,  and  put  it  on  him;  and  put  a  ring  on  his 
hand,  and  shoes  on  his  feet: 

"For  this  my  son  was  dead,  and  is  alive  again;  he 
was  lost,  and  is  found.  And  they  began  to  he  merry." 
(LMfeel5:21,22,24.) 

TN  the  land  of  Palestine  where  Jesus  lived  were  many 
people  who  loved  him  dearly.  He  had  taught  them 
to  be  kind,  to  love  one  another,  to  be  forgiving  and  to 
do  unto  others  as  they  would  that  others  should  do  to 
them.  Even  those  who  had  done  wrong  felt  that  he 
was  their  friend.  From  him  they  could  learn  to  do 
better. 

One  day,  as  he  talked,  there  "drew  near  unto  him 
the  publicans  [collectors  of  the  Roman  revenue]  and 
sinners  to  hear  him."  {Luke  15:1.)  Nearby  also  were 
Pharisees  (proud,  self-righteous  people  holding  in  con- 
tempt every  nation  but  their  own  and  also  the  common 
people  of  their  own  nation)  and  scribes  (those  who 
wrote  down  and  interpreted  the  law). 

When  they  saw  the  others  who  had  come,  they 
spoke  with  scorn,  saying,  "This  man  [Jesus]  receiveth 
sinners,  and  eateth  with  them."  {Luke  15:2.)  They 
were  not  at  all  pleased  to  have  them  there. 

Jesus  wanted  so  very  much  to  have  these  people 
understand  that  we  are  all  our  Heavenly  Father's 
children;  that  no  one  is  better  than  another  except  if 
he  lives  according  to  and  is  more  obedient  to  God's 
laws.  He  wanted  them  to  understand  that  our  Heaven- 
ly Father  loves  all  people  and  that  his  greatest  happi- 
ness comes  when  those  who  have  done  wrong  repent 
and  once  again  do  the  things  that  are  right  for  them 
to  do.  To  help  them  understand,  he  told  them  this 
story.  [End  of  Introduction.] 

"And  he  said,  A  certain  man  had  two  sons: 

"And  the  younger  of  them  said  to  his  father, 
Father,  give  me  the  portion  [part]  of  goods  [wealth] 
that  falleth  [comes]  to  me.  And  he  [the  father]  divided 
unto  them  his  living."  [That  wealth  that  he  had  accumu- 
lated throughout  his  life.]  {Luke  15:11,  12.) 

Instead  of  saving  this  money  or  buying  something 
worthwhile  with  it,  this  younger  son  gathered  all  that 
he  had  and  journeyed  ".  .  .  into  a  far  country."  There 
he  spent  his  money  freely.  The  Bible  tells  us  that  he 
"wasted  his  substance  [possessions  or  wealth]  with 
riotous  [wild  and  extravagant]  living."  [End  of  Scene  I.] 

Soon  after  he  had  spent  all  of  his  money,  a  very  sad 
thing  happened:  "there  arose  a  mighty  famine  [a 
scarcity  of  food]  in  that  land  and  he  began  to  be  in 
want."    He  had  nothing  left  with  which  to  buy  food 


With  forgiveness  in  his  heart,  the  father  held  close  his  prodigal 

son. 

or  a  place  to  stay  so  ".  .  .  he  went  and  joined  himself 
to  a  citizen  of  that  country;  and  he  sent  him  into  his 
fields  to  feed  swine."  {Luke  15:13-15.) 

As  the  young  man  sat  thinking  of  all  that  he  had 
done,  he  felt  both  ashamed  and  very  sad.  He  had  lost 
all  that  his  father  had  given  him.  He  knew  that  he 
had  been  most  foolish  and  unwise.  Now,  he  had 
taken  a  job  which  the  Jews  considered  both  low  and 
degrading.  It  was  no  one's  fault  but  his  own,  and  he 
knew  it.  At  times  he  was  so  hungry  that  ".  .  .  he  would 
fain  [willingly]  have  filled  his  belly  with  the  husks 
[the  outer  part  or  covering  of  anything  such  as  fruit, 
seeds,  com,  etc.]  that  the  swine  did  eat:  and  no  man 
gave  unto  him."  {Luke  15:16.)   [End  of  Scene  II.] 

As  soon  as  he  fully  realized  how  wrong  he  had 
been,  he  said  to  himself,  "How  many  hired  servants 
of  my  father's  have  bread  enough  and  to  spare,  and  I 
perish  [suflEer]  with  hunger!  I  will  arise  [get  up]  and 
go  to  my  father,  and  will  say  unto  him,  Father,  I  have 
sinned  against  heaven,  and  before  thee.  And  am  no 
more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  son:  make  me  as  one  of 
thy  hired  servants.  And  he  arose  and  came  to  his 
father."  {Luke  15:17-20.) 

Now  when  the  young  man  ".  .  .  was  yet  a  great 
way  off,  his  father  saw  him."  He  could  tell  that  his 
son  had  suflFered  much  and  his  heart  ached  for  him. 
With  great  joy  he  ran  to  meet  him.  [End  of  Scene  III.] 

As  soon  as  they  met  he  put  his  arms  around  his 
neck  and  kissed  him.  He  had  been  so  worried  but 
now  that  was  passed.  He  was  so  very  grateful  to  have 
his  son  home  once  more. 

"And  the  son  said  unto  him.  Father,  I  have  sinned 
against  heaven,  and  in  thy  sight,  and  am  no  more 
worthy  to  be  called  thy  son." 

But  the  father  was  too  happy  to  listen  to  what  his 
son  had  to  say.  He  was  home  now.  He  was  safe.  He 
was  where  he  would  be  warm,  weU-clothed  and  have 
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plenty  to  eat.  What  had  happened  while  his  son  was 
away,  he  was  not  concerned  with  at  that  moment. 
Turning  to  his  servant  he  said,  "Bring  forth  the  best 
robe,  and  put  it  on  him;  and  put  a  ring  on  his  hand, 
and  shoes  on  his  feet: 

"And  bring  hither  the  fatted  calf,  and  kill  it;  and 
let  us  eat,  and  be  merry: 

"For  this  my  son  was  dead,  and  is  alive  again;  he 
was  lost,  and  is  found.  And  they  began  to  be  merry." 
(Luke  15:20-24.) 

Everyone  was  happy  that  the  younger  son  had 
jeturned  home;  that  is  everyone  but  one.  [End  of 
Scene  IV.] 

"Now  his  elder  son  was  in  the  field:  and  as  he  came 
and  drew  nigh  to  the  house,  he  heard  music  and 
dancing. 

"And  he  called  one  of  the  servants  and  asked  what 
these  things  meant. 

"And  he  said  unto  him,  Thy  brother  is  come;  and 
thy  father  hath  killed  the  fatted  calf,  because  he  hath 
received  him  safe  and  sound." 

It  would  have  been  wonderful  had  the  elder  son 
been  as  happy  as  his  father,  but  he  was  not.  Instead 
".  .  ,  he  was  angry,  and  would  not  go  in."  (Luke  15:25- 
28.)  When  his  father  learned  of  this  he  came  out  to 
talk  with  him  about  it.  He  told  him  how  much  it 
meant  to  him  to  have  his  younger  boy  home  again  and 
asked  him  please  to  join  with  them  in  celebrating  his 
return. 

Instead  of  understanding  how  his  father  felt  and 
of  adding  to  that  joy  by  joining  in  the  merrymaking 
the  older  boy  spoke  again.  He  was  hurt  by  the  atten- 
tion being  paid  his  brother.  In  all  the  years  that  he 
had  served  his  father  well  and  had  obeyed  him  in 
all  things,  not  once  he  said  had  his  father  given  him 
even  so  much  as  a  kid  that  he  might  make  merry 
with  his  friends.  As  soon  as  his  brother  had  come 
home,  even  though  he  had  spent  unwisely  all  of  the 
wealth  given  him  by  his  father  and  had  kept  company 
with  those  people  who  were  not  good,  the  father  had 
welcomed  him  home  with  open  arms  and  had  killed 
the  fatted  calf. 

With  great  affection,  understanding,  wisdom  and 
love  the  father  spoke  to  the  elder  son  again.  He  wanted 
to  help  him  understand  that  by  welcoming  his  brother 
they  were  celebrating  the  occasion  of  his  repentance 
and  rejoicing  because  of  it.  At  no  time  were  they 
showing  approval  for  the  life  that  he  had  led. 

"And  he  said  unto  him.  Son,  thou  art  ever  with 
me,  and  all  that  I  have  is  thine. 

"It  was  meet  [right  and  proper]  that  we  should 
make  merry,  and  be  glad:  for  this  thy  brother  was 
dead,  and  is  alive  again,  and  was  lost,  and  is  found." 
(Luke  15:31,  32.)  [End  of  Scene  V.] 

Pictures  that  May  Be  Used  with  This  Story: 

No.  622,  "The  Prodigal  Son,"  Standard  Publishing  Co.  picture. 

"The  Return  of  the  Prodigal  Son"  by  Murillo,  found  in 
Christ's  Ideals  for  Living  by  Obert  C.  Tanner  and  used 
in  1955  by  Course  No.  19  of  the  Sunday  Schools  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

Suggestions  for  Use: 

ALL  COURSES:  June  19,  A  Father's  Day  Story. 

COURSE    NO.    1:    Oct.    16,   "Thank   You   for   Parents    and 

Other  Helpers." 
COURSE  NO.  la:  Dec.  4,  "Right  Choices." 
COURSE  NO.  5:   Aug.  7,  "We  Practice  the   Teachings  of 

6StlS. 

COURSE  NO.  19:  June  19,  "Repentance." 
COURSE  NO.  27:  Aug.  14,  "Forgiveness." 


How  To  Present  Flannelboard  Story: 

In  preparing  the  cast  of  characters  you  will  need: 

1.  A  wealthy 'father  sitting  in  a  chair. 

2.  A  young  son  in  standing  position  talking  to  his  father. 

3.  This  same  young  man  in  ragged  clothes,  in  sitting  position 
with  his  head  in  his  hands. 

4.  The  rear  view  of  the  same  young  man  in  ragged  clothes, 
walking  with  a  long  stick  in  one  hand  to  assist  him  as  he  walks 
toward  his  father's  home. 

5.  A  wealthy  father  in  running  position.  He  will  face  the 
ragged  boy  who  is  returning  home. 

6.  This  same  young  man  in  the  best  of  robes  and  wearing 
shoes  and  a  ring. 

7.  A  group  of  merrymakers. 

8.  A  wealthy  father  talking  to  his  older  son. 

9.  An  older  son  dressed  in  work  clothes.  He  is  just  return- 
ing from  his  work  in  the  fields. 

10.  A  herd  of  pigs  eating  husks. 

Making  Background  for  the  Scenes: 

Scene  I: 

On  a  background  of  cream-colored  flannel,  place  a  rich  red 
or  maroon  flaimel  to  represent  the  carpet.  Place  smaller  pieces 
at  the  back  to  represent  drapes.  On  this  background  place 
an  ornate  chair  in  which  the  father  is  sitting.  Place  the  young 
son  so  that  he  is  seen  talking  to  the  father. 

Scene  II: 

Place  blue  flannel  for  the  sky  and  green  for  the  grass.  On 
one  side  show  a  pile  of  husks.  Place  near  the  pile,  a  herd 
of  pigs  eating  the  husks.  On  the  other  side,  facing  this,  place 
the  young  man  as  he  sits  thinking  with  his  head  in  his  hands. 

Scene  III: 

Remove  from  Scene  II,  the  husks,  the  pigs  and  the  young 
man.  Place  some  brown  flannel  representing  a  road  over  part 
of  the  green  grass.  Place  on  the  rear  of  the  flannel,  a  picture 
of  the  father's  home  to  represent  it  as  being  in  the  distance. 
Place,  facing  the  home,  the  young  man  journeying  toward  it. 
Place  near  the  home  and  facing  the  young  man,  a  picture  of 
the  father  as  he  hurries  to  welcome  his  son. 

Scene  IV: 

Repeat  Scene  I  as  to  the  interior  of  the  father's  home.  Show 
the  young  man  dressed  in  the  best  robe,  wearing  shoes  and  a 
ring,  as  the  father  looks  on  admiringly.  Place  merrymakers  in 
the  background  of  the  picture. 

Scene  V: 

Place  on  the  flannelboard,  an  outside  scene  of  the  father's 
home  with  grass  and  sky  as  shown  previously.  Place  the  father 
in  the  foreground  as  he  talks  with  his  older  son  who  is  dressed 
in  work  clothes. 

Order  of  Episodes: 

Present  scenes  in  this  order: 

Introduction: 

Tell  the  first  three  paragraphs  of  the  story  as  the  background 
for  the  scenes  which  follow. 

Scene  I: 

Scenery  —  Interior  of  a  wealthy  home. 

Action  —  A  wealthy  father  is  seen  sitting  in  a  chair.  By  him 
is  his  younger  son  asking  for  his  portion  of  the  father's  estate. 
The  father  grants  his  request. 

Scene  11: 

Scenery  —  A  field  with  a  pile  of  husks  at  one  side. 

Action  —  A  young  man  sits  thinking.  By  him  are  the  swine 
eating. 

Scene  III: 

Scenery  —  An  outdoor  scene  with  a  road  running  into  the 
distance.    At  the  back  we  see  the  father's  home. 

Action  —  The  father  hurries  down  the  road  to  meet  his  re- 
turning son. 

Scene  IV: 

Scenery  —  Interior  of  the  father's  home. 

Action  —  We  see  the  son,  now  dressed  in  the  best  robe,  a 
pair  of  shoes  on  liis  feet  and  wearing  a  ring.  The  father  looks 
on  admiringly.  They  are  joined  by  merrymakers  to  celebrate  the 
prodigal's  return. 

Scene  V: 

Scenery  —  Outside  of  the  father's  home. 

Action  —  The  father  is  seen  talking  to  the  older  son. 
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Flannelboard  (Characters  for  "A  Father  Forgives,"  include:  The  father  seated,  the  son  seated  on  a  pile  of  husks 
prodigal  son  in  new  robe,  standing  father  talking  to  sons,  and  older  son  in  work  clothes.  Color,  back  with  flannel 

and  cut  out. 
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By  Minnie  E.  Anderson 


Jesus  and  His  Times,  by  Daniel- 
Rops,  published  by  E.  P.  Dutton  & 
Co.  Inc.,  price  $5.00. 

TTHIS  life  of  Christ  by  the  eminent 
French  writer,  Daniel-Rops,  has 
recently  been  translated  into  Eng- 
lish and  made  available  for  the 
American  reading  public. 

While  in  the  light  of  the  Restored 
Gospel  we  cannot  accept  some  views 
of  the  author,  in  the  main  he  recon- 
structs the  era  of  Christ  in  surpris- 
ing clearness. 

Daniel-Rops  in  his  book  seeks  to 
give  tangible  evidence  that  Jesus 
lived  and  was  what  He  claimed  to 
be.  The  author  contends  that  the 
reader,  in  order  to  evaluate  and  ap- 
preciate the  beauty  and  truths  of 
the  New  Testament,  should  be  well 
informed  about  the  political  situa- 
tion in  Palestine  under  Roman  rule, 
why  it  was  difficult  for  the  Jews  to 
break  away  from  the  old  Mosaic 
Law,  and  have  a  broad  understand- 
ing of  the  beliefs  apd  customs  of 
the  different  sects  and  nationalities 
residing  in  Palestine. 

Here  is  a  summation  of  interest- 
ing facts  taken  from  the  book: 


His  Character: 


►•  The  perfection  of  the  human 
character  of  Jesus  lies  in  the  union 
and  balance  of  three  qualities:  sin- 
cerity, firmness,  and  authority. 

►  He  displayed  a  natural  wisdom. 

►  He  spoke  the  Aramaic  language. 

►  He  was  a  Jew. 

►  We  read  nothing  about  the  boy- 
hood of  Jesus  that  suggests  His 
studies  were  prolonged,  yet  He 
exhibited  a  wide  knowledge  of  the 
scriptures. 

►  He  was  kindly,  compassionate, 
forgiving  and  unselfish.  He  was 
vital  and  forceful.  He  showed  deep 
tenderness. 

►  iie  made  it  clear  to  His  disciples 
that  He  was  not  a  man  like  them, 
but  that  He  was  the  Son  of  God. 


►  He  was  concerned  with  the  inner- 
most feelings  of  man  such  as 
thoughts  and  desires;  things  which 
man  could  not  know  but  which  God 
could  know. 

^  He  sought  to  do  the  work  of  His 
Father. 


What  He  Did: 


►  He  lived  between  approximately 
4  B.C.  and  30  A.D.  during  the  reign 
of  Augustus  Caesar  and  Tiberius 
Caesar  of  Rome. 

►  He  performed  miracles. 

►  He  gave  special  kindness  to 
women. 

►  He  suffered  Himself  to  be  cru- 
cified. 

*^  He  made  no  resistance  to  His 
enemies. 

►  His  life  ended  in  agony. 

►  He  overcame  death. 

►  He  was  resurrected. 

►  He  spoke;  He  moved;  He  ate. 

►  He  showed  Himself  to  those  who 
had  known  Him  alive. 

►  He  showed  the  imprints  on  His 
hands  and  feet. 

►  He  said  a  spirit  hath  not  flesh 
and  blood  as  ye  see  Me  have. 

►  In  the  throes  of  pain.  His  face 
ghastly  with  the  pallor  of  approach- 
ing death.  He  promised  the  young 
thief  who  hung  on  the  cross  beside 
Him  forgiveness,  and  to  be  that  day 
with  Him  in  paradise. 


What  He  Said  and  Taught: 

►  He  was  the  Son  of  God. 
*^  He  was  the  Redeemer. 

►  He  came  that  man  might  have 
everlasting  life. 

►  He  spoke  as  one  having  authority. 
*^  He  stressed  the  need  to  be  born 
again  of  the  spirit  and  of  the  water. 
*-  He  uttered  the  parables. 

►  He  pronounced  the  beatitudes. 

►  He  advocated  a  complete  reversal 
of  human  tendencies:  love  your  en- 


emies; do  good  to  them  that  hate 
you. 

►  As  among  the  blindest  some  will 
see  the  light;  so  in  the  stoniest 
ground  some  small  seed  shall  take 
root. 

►  Son  of  Man  does  not  come  to 
save  the  righteous  but  to  save  that 
which  is  lost. 

►  Do  not  hide  hypocrisy  under  the 
cloak  of  virtue.  You  make  clean  the 
outside  of  the  cup  and  platter  but 
within  they  are  full  of  extortion  and 
excess. 

►  Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all 
nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

►  "Teaching  them  to  observe  all 
things  whatsoever  I  have  com- 
manded you:  and,  lo,  I  am  with 
you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of 
the  world."  (Matthew  28:   19,  20.) 

►  He  often  spoke  of  "My  Father," 
"Your  Father"  and  "Our  Father." 


Evidences  of  Christ's  Existence: 

►  His  life  set  definitely  in  historical 
time;  not  in  some  legendary  period 
as  were  the  ancient  gods  of  Rome. 

►  Many  persons  whose  names  ap- 
pear in  the  writings  of  the  New 
Testament  appear  also  in  other  his- 
toric documents. 

►  His  disciples  went  out  into  the 
world  to  bear  witness  of  His  di- 
vinity; even  to  the  shedding  of  their 
blood. 

►  Flavins  Josephus,  noted  Jewish 
writer  and  historian,  in  his  book 
"Antiquities  of  the  Jews,"  written 
in  93  A.D.  told  of  Jesus.  He  re- 
cords that  on  the  3rd  day  following 
the  crucifixion  of  Jesus  Christ  He 
appeared  to  His  followers,  as  divine 
prophets  foretold.  Josephus  stated 
that  the  tribe  of  Christians  so  named 
from  Christ  are  not  extinct  at  this 
day.  He  also  mentioned  John  the 
Baptist,  and  James,  first  Bishop  of 
Jerusalem,  referred  to  as  the  brother 
of  Jesus,  who  was  stoned  to  death. 
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►  Tacitus,  born  58  A.D.  in  his  writ- 
ing, the  Annals,  refers  to  the  Chris- 
tians in  connection  with  the  burn- 
ing of  Rome  in  64  A.D. 

►  Pliny,  the  Younger,  noted  writer 
of  Rome,  born  62  A.D.  refers  to 
the  Christians  in  a  letter  written  to 
Trajan,  Emperor  of  Rome. 

►  He  was  the  center  of  a  dispute 
which  has  lasted  nearly  two  thou- 
sand years. 

►  The  essential  witness  by  which 
we  are  to  know  Christ,  is  that  of 
the  Gospels;  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke, 
and  John.  These  four  books  are 
the  basis  of  our  western  civilization, 
much  more  than  all  the  literature  of 
Greece  and  the  law  of  Rome. 


Political  Forces: 

►  In  Palestine  as  elsewhere,  Roman 
policy  was  marked  by  a  skillful 
combination  of  suavity  and  force, 
which  is  the  most  successful  tactic 
for  the  conqueror.  Rome  knew  how 
to  keep  the  people  in  hand  by: 
heavy  taxes,  little  liberty  and  treat- 
ment of  contempt, 

►  Herod  the  Great,  King  of  Judea, 
37  B.C.  to  4  B.C.,  founder  of  the 
Herodian  dynasty  captured  Jeru- 
salem at  the  head  of  the  Romans 
and  rebuilt  the  temple. 

►  Herod  Antipas,  son  of  Herod  the 
Great,  governor  of  Galilee  and 
Peraea,  4  B.C.  to  39  A.D.  put  John 
the  Baptist  to  death  because  he 
condemned  Herod's  marriage  to 
Herodias,  the  wife  of  his  brother 
Philip.  Herod  Antipas  interviewed 
Christ,  mocked  Him,  hoped  to  see 
Him  perform  a  miracle,  arrayed 
Him  in  a  robe  and  sent  Him  back 
to  Pontius  Pilate. 

►  Pontius  Pilate,  Roman  Procurator 
of  Judea  and  Samaria  26  A.D.  to  36 
A.D.  regarded  the  Jews  he  gov- 
erned as  underprivileged  children 
who  needed  to  be  chastised  occa- 
sionally. The  whole  structure  of  the 
government  was  designed  to  bring 
profit  to  Rome.  Pilate,  to  satisfy  the 
people,  sentenced  Christ  to  be  cru- 
cified. 


The  Gospels: 

►  While  we  are  accustomed  to 
learn  every  thing  through  the  med- 
ium of  print,  yet  we  must  remem- 
ber that  the  earliest  Christian  teach- 
ings were  not  written  down  at  all. 
They  were  given  by  word  of  mouth. 

►  As  a  cistern  which  stores  and  re- 
tains every  drop  of  water;  so  the 
Gospel  was  stored  in  the  memories 
of  the  disciples. 


►  In  those  days,  disciples  mem- 
orized and  learned  by  heart  the 
words  of  the  teacher.  Later  oral 
traditions  were  gradually  put  into 
writings. 

►  As  a  historical  work  whose  aim 
is  not  historical,  the  Gospels  have 
so  solidly  established  the  image  of 
Christ,  that  successive  generations 
of  hostile  critics  have  not  succeeded 
in  their  constant  attempt  to  demol- 
ish it. 

►  When  one  considers  how  the 
Gospels  were  compiled  from  a  vari- 
ety of  reminiscences  and  traditions 
over  a  score  of  years,  the  force  and 
vitality  of  the  character  of  Jesus  is 
astonishing;  all  throughout  there  is 
a  wholeness  and  consistency. 

►  The  writers  of  the  Gospels  were 
less  concerned  to  tell  the  story  of 
the  life  of  Jesus  than  to  record  His 


teachings  and  bear  their  testimonies. 
►  The  important  consideration  is 
that  there  is  a  unity  in  the  four 
Gospel  recitals.  Throughout  the 
four  Gospels  the  Gospel  is  one. 


NOTE 

HTHE  third  paragraph  of  the 
review  of  A  ChUds  Story  of 
the  Pearl  of  Great  Price,  by 
Deta  Peterson  Neeley  in  the 
February  Instructor  should 
read: 

"In  the  first  part  the  author 
tells  in  story  form,  at  child's 
level,  about  how  the  rolls  of 
papyrus  from  which  was  trans- 
lated the  Book  of  Abraham 
came  into  Joseph  Smith's 
hands. 
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Superintendents 


Let  The  Instructor  Help 


By  General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill 


npHE  INSTRUCTOR  is  an  invalu- 
able  aid  in  the  planning  and  con- 
duct of  a  Sunday  School  session  and 
all  Sunday  School  activities.  This 
applies  to  the  bound  copies  of  past 
volumes  of  The  Instructor  as  well  as 
to  the  current  issues.  These  should 
be  in  every  Sunday  School  library. 
To  write  this  superintendents'  de- 
partment article,  we  have  before  us 
the  18-page  index  of  our  bound  vol- 
ume of  the  1953  Instructor.  The 
1954  index  also  has  18  pages.  Sim- 
ilar indices  in  bound  volumes  of 
previous  years  stand  beckoning  us 
with  much  help  with  their  equally 
well-classified  pages.  Soon  we  are 
anticipating  the  thrill  of  going  over 
the  1954  index,  which  the  book- 
binders have  promised  with  the 
bound  1954  volume.  One  always 
finds  helpful  things  that  were  over- 
looked in  previous  reading  by  going 
through  a  wefl-classified  index.  One 
can  always  find  a  wealth  of  classi- 
fied help  quickly  by  its  use. 

Listed  by  Topic 

Just  going  over  again  the  18  dou- 
ble-column pages  of  this  1953  vol- 
ume, which  lists  alphabetically  by 
topic,  by  title  and  by  author,  every 
article  which  appeared  in  the  1953 
numbers  of  The  Instructor,  can't 
help  but  impress  one  with  the  in- 
dex's usefulness,  not  only  to  super- 
intendents, but  to  the  entire  Sunday 
School  faculty. 

Perhaps,  a  superintendent  desires 
to  study  with  the  bishop  the  place- 
ment of  the  sacrament  service  and 
seating  arrangements  of  priests  and 


deacons  in  an  amusement  hall  so 
that  all  may  be  seen  and  the  impres- 
sive sacramental  prayers  of  this 
sacred  ordinance  may  be  more 
easily  heard  by  all  and  therefore 
be  more  impressive  to  these  alert 
young  minds. 

By  referring  to  the  index,  he  can 
quickly  find  a  solution  to  the  prob- 
lem. In  a  Mother's  Day  talk,  one 
might  desire  to  refer  to  the  founder 
of  Mother's  Day.  One  remembers 
seeing  her  picture  somewhere  in  an 
Instructor  article,  but  when  and 
where?  The  makers  of  the  index 
have  already  looked  up  these  items 
for  the  talk  and  have  them  cata- 
logued. 

The  superintendent  is  at  long  last 
planning  a  Sunday  School  library. 
He  remembers  sometime  reading  an 
Instructor  article  that  would  help 
him  —  in  fact  it  almost  moved  him 
to  action  then  though  somehow  it 
was  put  off.  Who  was  the  author? 
When  was  it  published?  Oh,  if  he 
could  just  refer  to  it  again!  It  said 
something  about  fishing  with  spears. 
He  turns  to  the  1953  index  under 
the  caption,  "Librarians."  Twelve 
articles  and  two  "Question  Box"  an- 
swers meet  his  eyes  and  sure  enough 
he  finds  the  article  he  is  seeking, 
titled:  "Are  You  Fishing  with 
Spears?"  by  Wendell  J.  Ashton.  The 
library  becomes  a  reality.  In  the 
1952  index,  there  are  22  references 
under  the  topic,  "Librarians." 

A  belated  teacher  goes  to  the  Sun- 
day School  librarian  for  a  special 
anecdote  she  remembers  having  read 
months  ago  which  she  now  wishes 


to  use,  since  it  will  set  the  stage  ad- 
mirably for  the  lesson  she  desires 
to  teach.  The  librarian  may  be  able 
to  locate  it  among  the  "cutouts" 
from  her  other  subscription  which 
she  has  for  classified  Instructor  ar- 
ticles and  visual  aids.  The  chances 
are  much  better  that  if  she  has  the 
teacher  run  through  the  index  to  her 
bound  copy,  the  teacher  could 
quickly  find  the  article  containing 
the  anecdote  desired  from  the  title 
or  the  author  or  the  topic  in  the 
classified  index  bound  into  the  vol- 
ume. 

A  Good  Index  Saves  Time 

A  good  index  of  published  helps 
is  a  great  timesaver  for  busy  Sun- 
day School  workers.  Why  not  let 
the  classified  index  in  your  bound 
copy  of  The  Instructor  help  with 
lessons,  administration  and  teacher- 
improvement  plans? 

A  limited  number  of  copies  of  the 
index  of  previous  years  are  still 
available.  If  you  are  not  now  pro- 
viding your  Sunday  School  library 
with  a  bound  copy,  why  not  ship 
the  complete  set  of  the  unbound 
1954  magazines  to  The  Instructor, 
50  North  Main  Street,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah? 

A  good  cloth  binding  with  index 
and  with  the  name  of  the  ward 
stamped  in  gold  letters  on  the  new 
bound  volume  costs  $3.25  when  you 
furnish  the  unbound  magazines.  The 
cost  is  $5.75,  if  the  order  is  for  a 
bound  volume  complete  when  you 
do  not  furnish  the  magazines. 


FAITH  BROUGHT  REWARDS 
{Concluded  from  page  112.) 

Suggestions  for  Use: 


"NEHEMIAH" 
COURSE  NO.  7;  Nov.  6,  "Our  Ward  and  Stake  Leaders." 
COURSE  NO.  9:   April  24,  "Nehemiah,  the  Builder." 

"JESUS  HEALING  THE  SICK" 

COURSE  NO.  la:  July  24,  "A  Long  Journey,"  Lesson  30. 
COURSE  NO.  27:  June  19,  "Are  There  Any  Sick  Among  You?" 


APRIL  RAINDROPS 

APRIL  raindrops  drench  the  world; 

They  splash  in  tulip  cups,  uncurled; 
Sliding  down  the  shiny  grass. 
They  kiss  the  violets  they  pass; 
Deep  in  the  cool  brown  earth  they  go 
To  thirsty  roots  to  help  them  grow. 

—Mabel  Jones  Gabbott. 
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Secretaries^ 


For  a  Better  Understanding  of  Monthly  Reports 


By  General  Secretary  Richard  E.  Folland 


CECRETARIES,  will  you  make  the 
following  changes  on  your  "In- 
structions   for    Completing    Sunday 
School  Monthly  Report": 

First  paragraph  under  heading 
"Ward  Report"  next  to  last  line, 
change  13  to  15,  so  that  it  will  read 
"The  Ward  Report  includes  columns 
1  through  15  .  .  ." 

On  the  second  page  make  the  fol- 
lowing changes: 

Column  13:  From  the  class  roll 
add  all  absences  without  excuse 
during  month  for  active  and  po- 
tential members.  (Delete  "of  the 
blank  spaces.") 

Column  15:  Record  number  of 
students  absent  all  Sundays  during 
the  month  and  not  contacted  or  ex- 
cused. Add  and  insert  total  in  S  15. 
(Delete  word  "List") 

With  the  above  corrections,  we  be- 
lieve there  will  be  a  better  under- 
standing of  what  to  record  on  the 
monthly  reports  in  Columns  13,  14, 
and  15. 

Just  in  case  further  explanation  is 
needed,  we  outline  below  a  brief 
sample  roll.  (We  are  indebted  to 
Helen  M.  Wiese,  secretary  of  one  of 
our  Ogden  City  stakes  for  this  sam- 
ple roll.) 

You  will  note  that  student  No.  2, 
"Joe"  is  serving  as  a  missionary  in 
Louisiana.  He  is,  therefore,  marked 
excused.  His  name  is  listed  on  the 
potential  side  and  notation  is  made 
on  line  2,  stating  the  reason  for  his 
absence.  This  same  procedure  is 
followed  in  the  cases  of  students  No. 
4,  "John,"  No.  6,  "Vern"  and  No.  8, 
"Vera." 

If  Vera  (No.  8)  has  moved  to 
California  with  her  family  or  with- 
out the  family,  but  intends  to  live 
there  for  any  length  of  time,  her 
membership  record  should  be  sent 
by  the  bishop  to  the  Presiding  Bish- 
op's office  to  be  forwarded  to  her 
new  ward.  So  long  as  her  member- 
ship  record   remains   in   the   ward. 


her  name  should  remain  on  the  Sun- 
day School  roll. 

Following  are  the  proper  figures  to 
be  entered  in  Columns  13,  14,  and 
15  on  the  February  monthly  report 
for  this  particular  class: 

Colum,n  13—17:  This  is  the  total  of 
absences  without  excuse.  This  figure 
may  be  obtained  by  counting  all  ab- 
sent spaces  where  student  has  not 
been  excused  or  by  counting  all 
present  and  excused  marks  and  de- 
ducting from  total  number  of  Sun- 
days in  the  month  times  the  num- 
ber of  those  enrolled.  Example:  4 
(number  of  Sundays)  x  12  (num- 
ber enrolled)  =48  —  31  (number 
present  and  excused)  =  17. 

Column  14  —  1:  Student  No.  9, 
although  absent  but  excused,  was 
assigned  to  visit  student  No.  10  on 
the  third  Sunday  in  February.  Con- 
tact was  not  reported  as  having 
been  made  on  the  last  Sunday,  so 
the  assignment  was  repeated.  This 
contact  was  made  before  the  first 
Sunday  in  March  and  reported; 
therefore,  the  9  in  the  last  Sunday 


of  the  month  column,  was  under- 
lined thus,  9,  and  credit  for  this  con- 
tact was  recorded  on  the  monthly 
report. 

Student  No.  3  was  assigned  on  the 
last  Sunday  of  February  to  find  out 
why  student  No.  5  had  been  absent. 
This  contact  was  not  made  in  time 
to  report  by  the  first  Sunday  in 
March  so  this  No.  3  is  not  under- 
lined and  the  assignment  is  repeated 
on  the  first  Sunday  in  -March. 

Keep  enlistment  assignments  cur- 
rent by  repeating  them  until  con- 
tacts are  made.  Record  contacts 
made  and  reported  by  underlining 
the  assignment  made  the  previous 
Sunday. 

Column  15  —  3:  Although  stu- 
dents No.  2,  4,  6,  8,  and  9  were  ab- 
sent every  Sunday  during  the  month, 
they  are  all  excused.  Student  No.  10 
was  also  absent  every  Sunday  but 
was  contacted.  This  leaves  students 
No.  5,  11  and  12  as  having  been 
absent  without  excuse  or  contact 
every  Sunday  during  February. 


Active 

February 

Potential 

1.     Jerry 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

^ 

Excused 

(Louisiana  Mission) 

Joe 

2. 

3.     Mary 

E 

/ 

/ 

Exc 

jsed 

(away  to  school— out  of  town)  John 

4. 

5.     Ruth 

3 

Excused 

( service ) 

Vern 

6. 

7.     Tom 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

Exc 

ised 

(lives  in  California) 

Vera 

8. 

9.     Reba 

E 

E 

E 

E 

9 

9 

Jack 

10. 

11.     Amy 

Sylvan 

12. 

This  abbreviated  sample  roll  illustrates  correct  method  of  recording  attendance. 
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Hymn  for  the  Month  of  June 


"I  Have  Work  Enough  To  Do" 


TUNE,  1955,  "I  Have  Work  Enough 
J  To  Do,"  Hymns— Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  71. 

FOR  CHORISTERS:  The  text  of 
the  hymn  for  the  month  of  June  sug- 
gests ideals  that  are  basically  a  part 
of  our  philosophy  for  happiness. 
This  can  be  verified  in  the  writings 
of  President  David  O.  McKay,  Gos- 
pel Ideals,  page  497.  To  those  of  us 
who  are  seeking  happiness,  the  an- 
swer is  found  in  the  second  verse 
of  the  hymn  when  it  speaks  of  giv- 
ing service  and  joy  to  others. 

To  sing  this  stirring  Gospel  hymn 
with  enthusiasm  and  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  it  radiates  the  very  thought 
of  happiness  and  work,  should  be 
quite  natural  for  "Mormon"  congre- 
gations; especially,  when  we  recall 
the  beehive  symbol  and  the  industry 
of  our  early  people. 

The    pattern    of    two     sixteenth 


notes  as  found  at  the  beginning  of 
each  line  will  not  become  a  problem 
if  we  sing  through  the  phrase  giving 
importance  to  the  first  down  beat.  In 
most  cases  this  will  stress  a  "key" 
word. 

Duet  passages  between  soprano 
and  tenor  plus  some  repetition  of 
harmony  parts  simplifies  this  selec- 
tion for  part-singing.  As  choristers, 
let  us  be  certain  the  singing  of  this 
number  does  not  become  burden- 
some to  the  congregation. 

—Vernon  J.  LeeMaster. 

FOR  ORGANISTS:  As  you  "an- 
nounce" this  happy  hymn-tune, 
playing  it  through  once  for  our 
singers,  try  to  find  just  the  right, 
comfortable  tempo  to  fit  it.  Try  to 
find  just  that  critical  speed,  so  that 
no  one  is  likely  to  say  that  it  is  too 
fast  or  too   slow.    Cooperate  well 


Sacrament  Music  and  Gem 

For  the  Month  of  June 
Lento 


i 


ALEXANDER  SCHREINER 
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SACRAMENT  GEM 
TESUS  answered:  "For  God  so  loved  the  world, 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  who- 
soever believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but 
have  everlasting  life." 

-John  3:16. 


with  the  chorister  in  making  your 
singers  comfortable  in  their  speed 
of  singing.  It  will  be  best  if  the 
matter  of  tempo  never  comes  up  for 
discussion,  so  that  no  one  notices  it, 
so  that  it  does  not  distract  our  at- 
tention from  the  music  which  we 
sing  and  play,  and  the  message  of 
the  text. 

The  essence  of  the  hymn  is  in  the 
words;  and  the  music  is  the  accom- 
paniment to  the  words,  the  accom- 
paniment to  the  hymn  itself.  If  you 
look  in  a  library  for  books  under  the 
title  of  "Hymns,"  you  will  likely 
find  books  of  devotional  poetry  and 
no  music.  Play  in  such  a  comfort- 
able way  then,  so  that  our  singers 
need  not  stumble  over  the  music,  or 
be  distracted  by  musical  matters, 
while  they  are  trying  to  reach  the 
essence  of  the  words  —  the  message 
—the  hymn  itself. 

There  are  many  repeated  notes, 
many  repeated  chords.  Repeat  them 
very  frankly,  very  clearly.  If  you 
do  it  correctly  your  playing  will 
sound  clear,  though  not  in  the  least 
choppy.  How  then  shall  we  do  it? 
Observe  the  first  fuU  measure  with 
four  identical  chords.  The  first  three 
of  them  are  repeated,  and  should 
therefore  be  played  as  sixteenth 
notes  followed  each  time  by  six- 
teenth rests.  But  the  fourth  chord 
here  will  not  be  repeated,  so  that 
you  should  be  careful  to  play  it 
legato  (this  means  "bound")  to  the 
next  chord.  If  this  fourth  chord,  for 
instance,  is  played  short  (which  is 
incorrect),  then  your  rendition  will 
sound  choppy. 

Should  you  repeat  all  the  notes 
in  the  pedal  bass?  No.  In  this  first 
full  measure,  for  instance,  it  would 
be  well  to  play  only  the  first  and 
third  notes,  leaving  out  the  second 
and  fourth.  Try  it  right  now  —  even 
at  your  piano,  and  play  the  pedals 
imaginatively  on  the  carpet  floor, 
and  you  will  get  the  spirit  of  the 
way  to  do  it.  Please  do  try  it.  Be 
a  doer  and  not  a  reader  only.  Thank 
you. 

—Alexander  Schreiner. 
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There  is  an  intangible  something  in  great  teaching  which 
leaps  from  soul  to  soul,  a  quality  that  moves  to  action.  ^ 

BY  BRYANT  S.   HINCKLEY' 


HTHERE  is  no  service  to  the  Church  more  dehghtful, 
more  compensating,  more  satisfying  than  teaching 
in  Sunday  School.  The  morning  hour  of  the  Sabbath 
Day;  the  attitude  of  the  people  when  they  are  at  their 
best;  the  atmosphere  and  program  of  the  organization 
combine  to  make  this  a  delightful  occasion.  The  Latter- 
day  Saint  Sunday  School  is  a  great  organization.  It  is 
an  honor  to  be  connected  with  it.  In  all  of  its  work, 
teaching  is  the  happiest. 

Each  Sunday  School  lesson  should  have  a  definite 
objective.  In  addition  to  this,  there  is  a  larger  objective 
to  which  every  lesson  should  contribute.  That  objec- 
tive is  the  building  of  character  through  the  develop- 
ment of  faith  in  the  Redeemer  of  the  World  and  in 
the  plan  of  salvation.  All  Sunday  School  teachings 
should  have  a  high  spiritual  value.  No  lesson  is  com- 
plete without  it.  This  is  especially  true  with  reference 
to  the  Gospel  Doctrine  classes.  The  older  members  of 
the  Church  have  a  knowledge  of  the  Gospel.  They 
know  more  than  they  practice.  They  need  to  be  moved 
to  deeds  of  righteousness.  Nothing  else  will  make 
them  happier,  and  nothing  will  make  the  class  more 
interesting  than  to  come  down  out  of  the  clouds  and 
make  their  religion  register  in  their  behavior.  They 
want  an  opportunity  to  demonstrate  their  religion  in 
deeds  of  service  to  show  what  the  Gospel  means  in 
everyday  living. 

Give  Examples  of  How  It  May  Be  Done 

If  you  are  teaching  the  subject,  "Love  thy  neighbor 
as  thyself"  suggest  ways  of  doing  this.  Give  examples 
of  how  it  may  be  done,  and  there  are  many  of  them. 
Here  is  one:  The  husband  and  wife  set  aside  Wednes- 
day night  to  do  something  for  others  and  they  devise 
practical  and  ingenious  ways  of  doing  it.  They  may 
invite  others  to  their  home,  some  who  need  social 
contacts,  or  they  may  go  to  see  others  who  need 
cheering.  They  find  ways  of  giving  people  the  help 
they  need. 

Another  example:  A  neighbor  was  ill  in  the  hospital 
and  a  member  of  his  class  called  to  see  him,  and,  on 

^Spiritually  moved  by  the  lesson  of  his  teacher,  Annette  Burton,  is  David 
Sorensen,  student  in  Course  No.  13,  Ogden  Tenth  Ward,  North  Weber 
Stake. 

"Brother  Hinckley  has  been  a  Sunday  School  teacher  for  over  20  years. 


Photo  by  CoUins  and  Morris. 


leaving,  said  to  him:  "Remember  every  day  you  are 
in  this  hospital  at  12  o'clock  noon,  no  matter  where  I 
am,  I  will  offer  a  silent  prayer  for  your  recovery." 
Something  like  this  is  far  better  than  an  academic  dis- 
cussion of  some  doubtful  points  of  doctrine. 

Character  is  not  the  product  of  discussing  mysteries. 
Rather,  it  is  the  product  of  right  ideals  and  a  steadfast 
devotion  to  those  ideals.  Doing  something  specific  is 
far  better  than  speculating  about  whether  the  "pearly 
gates"  swing  or  slide,  or  whether  Elijah's  chariot  had 
tires  of  rubber. 

Great  teaching  has  its  seat  in  the  depths  of  per- 
sonality. There  is  an  intangible  something  in  this 
teaching  which  leaps  from  soul  to  soul,  a  quality  that 
moves  to  action. 

One  of  the  best  examples  of  great  teaching  is  re- 
corded in  Luke  24:13-36.  This  is  the  account  of  the 
two  disciples  who  were  journeying  from  Jerusalem, 
to  Emmaus,  and  while  they  walked,  sadly  discussing 
what  had  taken  place  in  Jerusalem,  the  Saviour 
walked  with  them  without  revealing  His  identity. 
"And  they  drew  nigh  unto  the  village,  whither  they 
went:  and  he  made  as  though  he  would  have  gone 
further. 

"But  they  constrained  him,  saying.  Abide  with  us: 
for  it  is  toward  evening,  and  the  day  is  far  spent." 

And  He  went  within  the  house,  and  while  He  ate, 

{Concluded  on  page  123.) 
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Library  and  Teaching  Aids 


You  can  make  light  work  of 
supplying  teachers  with  en- 
larged drawings  for  classroom 
instruction,  by  projecting  a 
small  picture  on  a  drawing 
surface  and  tracing  necessary 
detail. 


a. 


ruwin 


9 


Wl 


By  Virgil  B.  Smith 


ARE  you  doing  without  good  drawings  and  charts 
for  visual  aids  because  they  are  too  small  or  bound 
in  books?   Then  a  low-priced  opaque  projector  is  the 
answer  to  your  problem. 

Under  proper  conditions,  you  may  use  such  a  de- 
vice for  showing  opaque  pictures  directly  on  a  screen 
to  small  groups.  Other  organizations  in  the  ward  will 
find  it  useful,  too,  because  it  can  be  used  to  reproduce 
outlines  on  cardboard  for  large  posters  and  cut-outs 
to  use  for  lobby  signs  or  displays,  for  recreation  hall 
decorations  and  for  stage  scenery.  A  versatile  opaque 
projector  of  this  type  is  available  to  wards  for  ap- 
proximately $33  at  many  drawing  supply  stores.* 
Known  as  the  Model  E  "Postoscope,"  it  weighs  15 
pounds. 

Enlargements 

A  chart  or  drawing  in  a  book  would  be  difficult 
to  enlarge  with  a  pantograph  (See  Instructor,  Feb., 
1955,  page  58)  because  of  the  thickness  of  the  book. 
This  would  not  be  such  a  problem  for  the  above  men- 
tioned "postoscope"  to  copy,  since  it  rests  on  the  page 
selected  in  the  book  and  projects  the  picture  on  a  wall 
or  cardboard  for  tracing. 

''Available  from  the   Salt  Lake  Blue  Print  and  Supply  Co.,  245  South 
State  Street,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
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Figure  No.  1 .  When  pic- 
ture to  he  copied  is  too 
large  to  he  shown  at  one 
time  by  projector,  divide 
copy  into  sections  like 
this  small  enough  to  fit 
picture  opening  of  equip- 
ment. 


The  size  of  the  picture  opening  on  this  instrument 
is  6  X  6  inches,  and  the  degree  of  enlargement  is  shown 
in  this  list: 

If  the  copy  is  6  x  6  inches  in  size, 

at  this  distance  the  size  of  the 

from  the  screen :  projection  will  be : 

30  inches 12  x  12  inches 

75  inches 44  x  44  inches 

144  inches 88  x  88  inches 

If  the  drawing  to  be  copied  is  larger  than  6x6 
inches,  it  should  be  kept  in  mind  that  often  only  one 
selected  part  of  a  large  picture  is  more  suitable  than  a 
copy  of  an  entire  scene.  However,  if  a  larger  picture 
must  be  copied,  it  may  be  done  in  sections  by  drawing 
lines  to  evenly  divide  the  picture,  (See  Figure  No.  1) 
and  likewise  divide  the  larger  copying  surface.  Simply 
copy  one  section  at  a  time,  after  moving  the  projector 
forward  or  back  to  fit  the  size  of  enlargement  desired. 
( See  Figure  No.  2. ) 
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Figure  No.  2.  As  the  image  of  each  section  is  projected  on  draw- 
ing surface  partitioned  similarly  to  original  copy.  Fig.  1,  you 
trace  image  as  shown.    Firml,  upper  right,  quadrant  projection 

is  being  copied  here. 

The  lens  is  reversible,  having  two  different  focal 
lengths.  This  is  an  advantage  v^^hen  normal  adjust- 
ment of  the  lens  does  not  bring  the  image  into  focus  at 
a  given  distance  from  the  screen  or  copying  surface. 
This  problem  may  be  remedied  by  removing  the  lens 
barrel  from  the  case  in  which  it  slides,  replacing  it 
backwards  and  adjusting  the  focus  again. 

Reductions 

Smaller  copies  of  a  picture  may  be  made  by  extend- 
ing the  lens  beyond  the  metal  casing  or  tube.  This  may 
be  done  by  using  a  sheet  of  heavy  paper  (like  a 
magazine  cover)  taped  into  a  tube  11  inches  long  and 
12  inches  around.  Then  lens  barrel  is  taken  out  of  its 
metal  tube  and  the  paper  tube  fitted  over  the  metal 
tube,  forming  an  extension.  The  lens  barrel  is  then 
fitted  into  the  paper  tube,  and  can  be  adjusted  back 
and  forth  to  focus  a  small  image  on  a  board  between 
lOVa  and  13  inches  away.  The  extended  lens  may  need 
books  for  support.  ( See  Figure  No.  3. ) 

Figure  No.  3.  For  reductions,  the  "Postoscope"  lens  barrel  is 
extended  by  means  of  an  improvised  tube. 


Other  Projectors 

For  illustrated  lectures  using  an  opaque  projector 
directly  on  a  screen,  more  versatile  and  valuable 
machines  take  pictures  up  to  11  inches  square  and  pro- 
duce images  which  are  brighter  and  more  distinct. 
Such  models  may  be  purchased  from  the  Deseret 
Book  Company,  44  East  South  Temple,  Salt  Lake  City 
10,  Utah.  Additional  features  are  made  for  some  pro- 
jectors which  add  greatly  to  the  ease  of  operation. 

Draw  with  light  to  lighten  your  illustration  work! 


MAKE  RELIGION  REGISTER 
{Concluded  from  page  121.) 

their  eyes  were  opened,  and  they  knew  Him;  and  He 
vanished  out  of  their  sight. 

After  they  had  discovered  who  He  was,  they  said 
with  astonishment:  "Did  not  our  heart  burn  within 
us,  while  he  talked  with  us  by  the  way,  and  while  he 
opened  to  us  the  scriptures?"  {Luke  24:32.) 

Do  Their  Hearts  Bum? 

There  is  the  test.  If,  when  you  go  from  your  class, 
your  students  say  to  one  another  "Did  not  our  hearts 
burn  within  us  while  he  taught  us  this  day,"  then  you 
have  done  great  teaching.  That  is  the  high  spiritual 
value  for  which  we  plead.  We  kindle  in  the  hearts  of 
others  what  burns  in  our  own  souls. 

Arthur  Guiterman  wrote  of  a  great  teacher: 

"Mark  Hopkins  sat  on  one  end  of  a  log 

And  a  farm  boy  sat  on  the  other. 
Mark  Hopkins  came  as  a  pedagogue 

And  taught  as  an  elder  brother. 
I  don't  care  what  Mark  Hopkins  taught 
If  his  Latin  was  small  and  his  Greek  naught. 
For  the  farm  boy  he  thought,  thought  he, 
All  through  the  lecture  time  and  quiz 
The  kind  of  a  man  I  mean  to  be 
Is  the  kind  of  a  man  Mark  Hopkins  is." 

In  addition: 

"The  high  soul  climbeth  the  high  way, 

and  the  low  soul  gropes  the  low 
And  in  between,  on  misty  flats,  the  rest 

drift  to  and  fro. 
But  to  every  man  their  openeth  a  high 

way  and  a  low 
And  every  man  decideth  the  way  his  soul 

should  go." 

—Anon. 

The  thought  running  through  the  above  lines  can 
serve  as  a  guide  to  the  teachers  of  boys  and  girls  and 
young  men  and  women.  The  help  they  most  need  is 
some  steadying  influence  to  turn  their  faces  in  the 
right  direction  and  then  implement  their  lives.  The 
teacher  who  can  save  them  from  the  remorse  that 
must  come  from  taking  the  wrong  road  makes  a  good 
contribution. 

Suggested  Article  References: 

other  articles  appearing  in  The  Instructor  that  might  he  referred  to 
are:  "Whither  Shall  We  Go?"  by  President  David  O.  McKay,  January. 
1953;  "Dynamic  Participation,"  by  Gerrit  de  Jong,  Jr.,  January,  1953; 
"  'Pre-teens'  Who  Live  Their  Lessons,"  by  Virginia  Baker,  October,  1953; 
"Experience  Is  Still  the  Best  Teacher,"  by  James  B.  Harvey,  December, 
1953;  "Keeping  Your  Trust,"  by  President  David  O.  McKay,  June,  1954; 
"That  They  May  Remember  the  Lord  and  Be  Humble,"  by  Lowell  L. 
Bennion,  July,  1954;  "Make  Your  Lessons  Effective  in  Daily  Living,"  by 
Lowell  L.  Bennion,  Noveniber,    1954. 
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Memorization  for  June  Lessons 


66 


• . .  Seek  Ye . .  .the  Kingdom . . . '' 


Teachers:  Here  are'  your  assign- 
ments for  class  memorization,  cor- 
related with  the  June  lessons. 


WHAT  IT  MEANS  TO  BE  A 
LATTER-DAY  SAINT 

Course  No.  7 

Wherefore,  I  give  unto  them  a 
commandment,  saying  thus:  Thou 
shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
thy  heart,  with  all  thy  might,  mind, 
and  strength;  and  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  thou  shalt  serve  him. 

—Doctrine  and  Covenants  59:5. 


LEADERS  OF  THE  SCRIPTURES 

Course  No.  9 

Blessed  are  they  which  are  perse- 
cuted for  righteousness'  sake:  for 
their  s  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

—Matthew  5:10. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  RESTORED 
CHURCH 

Course  No.  11 

But  seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  his  righteousness;  and  all 
these  things  shall  be  added  unto 
you. 

-Matthew  6:30. 


PRINCIPLES 

OF  THE  RESTORED  CHURCH 

AT  WORK 

Course  No.  13 

But  I  say  unto  you,  Love  your 
enemies,  bless  them  that  curse  you, 
do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  and 
pray  for  them  which  despitefully 
use  you,  and  persecute  you; 

That  ye  may  be  the  children  of 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven:  .  .  . 

—Matthew  5:44,  45. 

'See  Course  No.  11. 


LIFE  IN  ANCIENT  AMERICA 

Course  No.  15 

.  .  .  But  I  desire  that  this  land 
be  a  land  of  liberty,  and  every  man 
may  enjoy  his  rights  and  privileges 
alike,  .  . 

-Mosiah  29:32. 


Value  of  Memorization 

SPIRITUAL  SUPPORT  THAT 
GUIDES 

MANY  of  the  precious  truths 
of  the  Lord's  plan  of  sal- 
vation are  found  in  concise 
statements  in  the  Standard 
Works  of  the  Church.  Com- 
mitting some  of  these  gems  to 
memory,  and  their  subsequent 
use  to  illustrate  a  principle,  al- 
ways helps  a  teacher  or  a 
speaker  to  be  more  persuasive 
and  authoritative. 

One's  ability  to  spontane- 
ously use  scripture  gives  him  a 
measure  of  confidence  and 
spiritual  support  that  serve  as 
a  guide  in  his  own  life  —  giv- 
ing comfort,  truth,  assurance 
and  knowledge  each  day. 

It  is  my  personal  feeling  that 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
adds  to  the  conviction  of  testi- 
mony through  this  means  of 
expression. 

—Don  H.  VanDam, 

President  of  the  Netherlands  Mission. 


CHRIST'S  IDEALS  FOR  LIVING 
Course  No.  19 

Blessed  is  the  man  that  endureth 
temptation:  for  when  he  is  tried,  he 
shall  receive  the  crown  of  life,  which 
the  Lord  hath  promised  to  them  that 
love  him. 

—James  1:12. 


SAVIORS  ON  MOUNT  ZION 

Course  No.  21 

...  I  will  take  you  one  of  a  city, 

and  two  of  a  family,  and  I  will  bring 

you  unto  Zion: 

—Jeremiah  3:14. 


PARENT  AND  CHILD 

Course  No.  24 

And  ye  will  not  suffer  your  chil- 
dren that  they  go  hungry,  or  naked; 
neither  will  ye  suffer  that  they  trans- 
gress the  laws  of  God,  and  fight  and 
quarrel  one  with  another,  .  .  . 

But  ye  will  teach  them  to  walk  in 
the  ways  of  truth  and  soberness;  ye 
will  teach  them  to  love  one  another, 
and  to  serve  one  another. 

Mosiah  4:14,  15. 


TEACHINGS  OF  THE 
DOCTRINE  AND  COVENANTS 

Course  No.  27 

Seek  not  for  riches  but  for  wis- 
dom, and  behold,  the  mysteries  of 
God  shall  be  unfolded  unto  you, 
and  then  shall  you  be  made  rich. 
Behold,  he  that  hath  eternal  life  is 
rich. 

—Doctrine  and  Covenants  6:7. 


A  MARVELOUS  WORK  AND  A 
WONDER 

Course  No.  29 

And  the  Lord  God  said,  It  is  not 
good  that  the  man  should  be  alone; 
I  will  make  him  an  help  meet  for 
him. 

Therefore  shall  a  man  leave  his 
father  and  his  mother,  and  shall 
cleave  unto  his  wife:  and  they  shall 
be  one  flesh. 

-Genesis  2:18,  24. 
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Junior  Sunday  School 

Let  Your 
Meeting  Place 
Help  Build 
Reverence 

By  Qaribel  W.  Aldous 


T\0  you  ever  stop  to  think  seriously 
about  your  great  responsibility  as 
a  Junior  Sunday  School  teacher?  It 
involves  much  more  than  just  teach- 
ing a  lesson  on  Sunday  morning. 
You  are  developing  the  attitude  of 
the  child  toward  Church,  an  attitude 
that  will  affect  him  for  the  rest  of 
his  life. 

One  of  our  greatest  problems  in 
Junior  Sunday  School  is  the  physical 
aspect  of  the  meeting  place  in  cre- 
ating a  feeling  of  reverence  and 
worship.  It  can  detract  from  or 
greatly  enhance  the  spiritual  ex- 
perience that  you  provide  for  your 
Junior  Sunday  School  children. 

•  Do  You  Make  It  Reverent? 

If  you  meet  in  the  ward  amuse- 
ment hall,  what  are  you  doing  to 
make  it  a  lovely  place,  a  reverent 
place,  a  place  where  the  Spirit  of 
Our  Heavenly  Father  can  dwell? 

A  lovely  picture  of  Jesus  perma- 
nently hung  in  a  prominent  place 
and  large  enough  for  everyone  to 
enjoy  will  do  much  toward  creating 
a  more  reverent  meeting  place.  A 
nice  floor  covering  of  some  kind  to 
soften  distracting  noises  of  small 
feet  and  chairs  helps  to  make  a 
quieter  meeting  place.  Draperies 
at  the  windows  to  soften  glaring 
light  and  create  a  more  homelike 
atmosphere  help  in  making  children 
happy  and  comfortable.  A  lovely 
bouquet  of  flowers  or  some  green 
plants  will  do  much  to  soften  the 
bareness  of  a  big  hall. 

Small  folding  screens  to  separate 
individual  groups  in  a  large  hall, 
are  helpful  in  creating  a  more  pri- 
vate and  worshipful  Sunday  School 
situation.  These  screens  will  also 
serve  as  a  board  for  pinning  pictures 


Photo  by  Claudell  Johnson. 

The  Junior  Sunday  School  chapel  of  the  Twenty-first  Ward,  Emigration  Stake,  invites 


reverence. 


or  other  visual  aids  used  by  the 
teacher  in  making  the  Sunday 
School  experience  a  spiritual  one. 
It  behooves  us  to  plan  well  that  our 
children  will  absorb  a  reverent  feel- 
ing from  their  surroundings  as  they 
enter  their  classrooms. 

Advise  the  Bishopric 

Many  new  meetinghouses  are  be- 
ing planned  and  still  others  are  con- 
sidering renovations  of  older  ward 
houses.  Sunday  School  personnel 
could  be  of  great  help  to  bishoprics 
in  formulating  these  plans.  One 
Salt  Lake  City  ward  had  this  op- 
portunity in  a  situation  where  an 
older  meetinghouse  was  to  be  reno- 
vated. The  Sunday  School  superin- 
tendency  and  Junior  Sunday  School 
representatives  approached  the  bish- 
opric and  offered  their  services  in 
the  planning.  They  suggested  that 
the  little  children  should  be  con- 
sidered as  the  plans  were  made. 

Working  together,  they  achieved  a 
lovely,  spiritual  situation  for  the 
Junior  Sunday  School  children. 

The  following  is  how  they 
achieved  their  goal:  A  wall  was 
razed  between  two  existing  rooms 
making  one  room  large  enough  for 
a  Junior  Sunday  School  chapel.  This 
room  was  tastefully  decorated  in  a 
soft,  attractive  color.  Carpeting 
and  draperies  in  harmonizing  tones 
were  used.  A  small  rostrum;  beauti- 
ful pictures;  a  nice,  new  piano  and 
planters  filled  with  growing  plants 
were  added.  Because  this  room  had 
to  be  used  for  class  work  as  well 


as  for  the  worship  service,  perma- 
nent benches  could  not  be  installed. 
So  they  used  small  chairs  of  gradu- 
ated sizes  to  fit  the  needs  of  the 
children.  Attractive  folding  doors 
were  put  both  lengthwise  and  tiie 
width  of  the  room  thus  making  it 
possible  to  have  four  private  rooms 
when  the  worship  service  ended  and 
classwork  began. 

The  result  of  this  planning  was 
reflected  in  the  attitude  of  the  chil- 
dren. Their  respect,  reverence  and 
pride  in  their  chapel  made  a  happy 
teaching  situation  which  encour- 
aged the  teachers. 

Start  by  Considering  Children 

In  a  small  community  in  Idaho 
parents  were  disturbed  because 
there  was  no  center  of  culture  in 
the  town,  no  place  where  the  aspira- 
tions of  their  children  could  be 
raised  to  the  nobler  things  of  Iffe. 
Even  the  meetinghouse  was  a  dingy, 
uninspiring  place.  In  planning  a 
new  meeting  place,  they  felt  the 
need  to  make  the  ward  house  the 
center  of  culture  in  their  small  com- 
munity. They  felt  that  no  personal 
sacrifice  was  too  great  in  making 
this  meetinghouse  a  place  of  beauty, 
inspiration  and  worship. 

They  started  their  planning  by 
considering  the  little  children.  The 
tot's  first  impressions  and  on  through 
their  whole  growing  period,  their  ex- 
periences and  remembrances  of  the 
Church  would  be  those  of  beauty 
and  love.  This  planning  resulted  in 
an  unusual  and  beautiful  Junior  Sun- 
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day  School  chapel.  In  every  detail 
it  is  as  Icfwly  4»  Ae  main  chapel. 

A  beautiful,  soft-green  color 
scheme  was  carried  out  in  walls, 
carpeting  and  print  draperies.  A 
raised  platform  at  the  front  had  a 
small  rostrum  with  a  loud  speaker, 
comfortable  chairs,  a  spinet  piano 
and  organ. 

A  beautiful  mural  is  painted  on 
the  wall.  Small  benches  of  graduated 
sizes  were  used  in  the  body  of  the 
hall. 

Each  class  has  a  separate  room 
with  carpeting  and  draperies,  work 
table,  chairs  and  lovely  pictures  on 
the  walls.  Bathroom  facilities  with 
fixtures  of  small  size  and  proper 
height  were  part  of  the  planning. 
These  children  love  to  come  to  Sun- 
day School  and  their  attitude  is  one 
of  reverence  and  love. 

Their  pride  is  reflected  in  un- 
marred  furniture  and  walls  after 
several  years  of  constant  use.  The 
Primary  organization  uses  the  fa- 
cilities too,  making  this  kind  of 
planning  practical  for  all  meeting- 
houses. 

Let  us  be  practical  in  making  the 
best  possible  spiritual  situation  out 
of  the  facilities  that  are  now  avail- 
able or  being  planned  for. 


this  hymn,  or  a  beautiful  bouquet 
of  flowers  placed  where  all  the  chil- 
dren can  see  them  would  create  an 
effective  introduction.  This  hymn 
may  be  taught  at  first  by  a  phrase  at 
a  time,  and  then  by  having  the  chil- 
dren repeat  two  phrases  after  the 
chorister.  Some  of  the  syllables  are 
sung  on  two  notes  and  each  phrase 
ends  with  a  half  note.  Observing 
these  half  notes  will  prevent  us 
from  taking  this  song  too  fast,  thus 
losing  much  of  its  beauty  in  word 
and  melody. 

—Edith  Nash. 


N 


Next  Month's  Article 

EXT    month's     article    will    be 
Making  the  Best  of  a  Physical 


Situation,"  by  Lorna  C.  Alder. 


Sacrament  Gem 

VyHILE  I  drink  the  water 

And   eat  the   broken   bread, 
I'll  be  so  very  quiet 

And  bow  my  little  head. 


Junior  Sunday  School 

Song  of  the  Month 

for  June 

Hymn  of  Gratitude 

"For  the   Beauty   of  the   Earth," 
The  Children  Sing,  No.  25. 

"ymS  is  a  very  lovely  hymn  of 
gratitude  and  praise.  It  pro- 
vides us  with  a  good  opportunity  to 
draw  the  attention  of  children  to 
the  beautiful  world  in  which  they 
are  privileged  to  live.  It  also  pro- 
vides another  opportunity  to  guide 
children  to  remember  to  be  grate- 
ful to  their  Heavenly  Father  for 
these  surroundings. 

Pictures  may  be  used  to  introduce 


Idea  Exchange 

Baptism  Letters 

HTHE  day  of  baptism  is  a  day  long 
awaited  by  boys  and  girls  in  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints.  The  Morningside  Park 
Ward  of  the  Inglewood  Stake  in 
California  has  helped  to  make  this 
an  even  more  important  occasion 
for  the  boys  and  girls  of  their  ward 
by  sending  each  child  a  letter  as  his 
eighth  birthday  draws  near.  The 
letter  congratulates  the  child  and 
gives  him  information  concerning 
the  time  and  place  of  the  baptismal 
service. 

Following  is  a  copy  of  such  a 
letter  which  is  written  on  the  of- 
ficial ward  stationery  and  signed  by 
the  Junior  Sunday  School  coordina- 
tor: 

"Dear  Larry, 

"Happy  birthday,  Eight-year-old! 

"You  have  now  reached  the  age 
of  accountability  and  our  Father  in 
heaven  believes  you  are  old  enough 
to  know  right  from  wrong,  love 
both  your  friends  and  your  enemies, 
obey  your  parents,  and  keep  His 
commandments.  So,  He  has  given 
you  permission  to  join  His  Church 
here  on  earth. 

"You  remember  the  story  of  John 
the  Baptist,  and  how  he  baptized 
Jesus,  our  Savior.  The  Lord  tells  us 
we  must  all  be  baptized  as  Jesus 
was  to  be  eligible  to  live  in  His 
kingdom  and  to  hold  membership 
in  His  Church.  You  are  now  old 
enough  to  repent  of  your  sins,  be 
baptized,  and  to  keep  His  command- 
ments. 

"Have  mother  or  daddy  ask  the 
bishop  for  a  recommend  so  you  can 
be  baptized.  The  next  baptismal 
service  will  be  held  on  Saturday, 
November  20,  at  7:00  P.M.  in  our 
Inglewood  Stake  House,  7510  Ari- 
zona Ave.   Take  all  white  clothes  in 


which  to  be  baptized.  If  your  daddy, 
or  some  other  very  favorite  person 
holds  the  office  of  a  priest  in  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  or  any  office  in 
the  Melchizedek  Priesthood,  he  can 
baptize  you. 

"The  next  day  after  you  have 
been  baptized,  you  will  be  confirmed 
a  member  of  the  Church  in  Sacra- 
ment Meeting  at  5:00  P.M. 

"Ask  mother  or  daddy  to  take 
care  of  this  very  important  matter 
right  soon  because  it  will  make  our 
Heavenly  Father  very  happy." 

Sincerely, 
Jr.  Sunday  School 
coordinator. 


«     «     « 


Questions  from  the  Field 
Children  in  Fast  Meeting 

QUESTION:  What  recommenda- 
tion does  the  General  Board 
make  for  Junior  Sunday  School  chil- 
dren during  Fast  Meeting? 

Answer:  The  planning  and  conduct- 
ing of  all  ward  meetings  is  under 
direction  of  the  bishop.  The  Jun- 
ior Sunday  School  Committee  of 
the  General  Board  advises  that 
children  attend  all  sacrament 
meetings  with  their  parents  and 
learn  to  worship  through  actual 
participation. 

The  following  quotation  from 
the  Presiding  Bishopric's  Page  of 
the  Deseret  News,  January  22, 
1955,  gives  counsel  on  this  issue: 

"It  is  reported  that  some  wards 
are  providing  story-telling  for 
children  under  eight  years  old 
during  the  speaking  part  of 
the  sacrament  meeting  program. 
These  children  are  excused  from 
the  meeting  after  the  passing  of 
the  sacrament,  to  go  to  a  class 
room  where  someone,  by  appoint- 
ment, tells  them  stories. 

"The  reason  given  for  doing 
this  is  to  make  the  sacrament 
meeting  more  quiet  and  increase 
attendance.  While  this  practice 
may  improve  the  order,  and  bring 
more  mothers  into  the  meeting, 
it  does  not  meet  the  approval  of 
the  brethren.  Both  young  and  old 
are  expected  to  be  in  sacrament 
meeting  until  it  is  dismissed.  No 
one  is  excused  from  this  sacred 
obligation. 

*'There  are  times  when  children 
have  to  be  taken  from  this  meet- 
ing, and  in  some  instances  "cry 
rooms"  have  been  installed  to  aid 

(Concluded  on  opposite  page. ) 
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THE     INSTRUCTOR 
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By  Kenneth  S.  Bennion 


CINCE  April  6,  1830,  nine  great 
men,  including  President  David 
O.  McKay,  our  present  leader,  have 
presided  over  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  these  men 
came,  not  from  homes  of  wealth  and 
power,  but  from  among  the  common 
people.  Of  even  greater  significance 
is  the  fact  that  they  were  all,  like 
Nephi,  "born  of  goodly  parents." 

Most  of  the  ancient  apostles  were 
fishermen  and  tradesmen.  Jesus  was 
reared  in  the  home  of  a  carpenter. 
Joseph  Smith,  Jr.,  learned  how  to 
cut  and  hew  timber,  to  plow,  plant 
and  harvest.  With  his  own  hands, 
he  assisted  in  building  the  temples 
of  Kirtland  and  Nauvoo. 

The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith, 
through  whom  the  Lord  restored  His 
Gospel  in  this  dispensation,  came 
of  sterling  New  England  stock.  On 
his  paternal  side,  his  father,  grand- 
father, great-grandfather,  and  great- 
great-grandfather  were  born  in  Tops- 
field,  Mass.  These  generations  were 
all  descended  from  Robert  Smith 
and  Mary  French,  who  came  from 
England.  His  mother's  people  came 
from  Scotland. 


In  times  of  war,  Joseph's  ancestors 
served  their  country  as  true  soldiers. 
Then  they  turned  their  hands  to  the 
cultivating  and  upbuilding  of  New 
England. 

Joseph  Smith,  Sr.,  moved  to  the 
town  of  Sharon,  Windsor  County, 
Vt.,  where,  on  December  23,  1805, 
Joseph,  Jr.,  was  born.  Sickness  and 
ill  fortune  troubled  the  family 
severely.  When  Joseph  was  10  years 
old,  the  family  moved  westward  to 
the  frontier  town  of  Palmyra  in 
northwest  New  York  State  where 
they  purchased  land,  built  a  log 
cabin  and  began  to  establish  them- 
selves. It  was  here  in  1820  that 
Joseph,  Jr.,  then  in  his  15th  year, 
read  the  famous  words  recorded  in 
the  Epistle  of  James,  Chapter  1, 
verse  5:  "If  any  of  you  lack  wisdom," 
etc.  The  story  of  what  followed  is 
the  history  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

Brigham  Young,  the  second  presi- 
dent of  the  Church,  was  also  a 
product  of  New  England.  His  fa- 
ther, John,  fought  under  General 
Washington.  After  the  war,  John 
Young  and  Abigail  Howe  were  mar- 
ried at  Hopkinton,  Mass.  Already 
the  spirit  of  pioneering  was  in  their 


veins;  and  near  the  end  of  the  18th 
century,  they  moved  westward  to 
Whitingham,  in  southern  Vermont. 
Here  on  June  1,  1801  their  son 
Brigham  was  born. 

Later  the  family  moved  to  Chen- 
ango County,  New  York,  where  they 
helped  settle  Smyrna.  As  a  youth, 
Brigham  Young  was  able  to  attend 
school  only  11  days,  yet  he  loved 
learning  and  found  ways  to  acquire 
a  great  education.  It  was  probably 
this  lack  of  educational  opportunity 
that  gave  to  the  great  leader  in  later 
years  a  desire  to  see  that  children 
of  the  pioneers  had  schools  almost 
before  they  had  houses. 

John  Taylor,  third  president  of 
the  Church,  was  the  only  one  of  the 
nine  to  come  directly  from  the  Old 
World.  The  son  of  James  and  Agnes 
Taylor,  he  was  bom  November  1, 
1808,  in  Milnthorpe,  Westmorland 
County,  near  Kendal,  in  Northwest 
England.  The  family  soon  moved 
onto  a  small  estate  near  the  town 
of  Hale,  also  in  Westmorland 
County.  As  a  young  man,  he  learned 
the  trade  of  wood  turner.  Later,  he 
went  with  his   family   to   Toronto, 

( Concluded  on  following  page. ) 


JUNIOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
( Concluded  from  opposite  page. ) 

when  this  is  necessary.  In  chapels 
where  there  is  no  "cry  room,"  but 
a  public  address  system  is  in  use, 
a  loudspeaker  should  be  placed  in 
the  foyer  or  one  class  room  for 
the  convenience  of  those  who 
have  to  take  their  children  out 
of  the  meeting.  For  the  most  part, 
those  taken  from  this  meeting  will 
be  children  in  arms. 

"If  children  of  kindergarten  age 
are  taken  to  class  rooms  for  play- 
pen activity  or  story-telling,  they 
suffer  a  deep  spiritual  loss.  It  is 
the  duty,  therefore,  of  parents  to 
teach  their  children  to  be  quiet 
and  attentive.  The  earlier  this 
training  is  initiated,  the  better  it 
will  be  for  any  child.  It  will  be 
appreciated  if  bishoprics  will  fol- 
low these  suggestions." 

—Eva  May  Green. 


'     Enrichment  Material 
Poems  To  Tell 

SILVER  THREADS 

My  mother  has  some  silver  threads 
All  mixed  up  with  her  hair; 

I  don't  remember  doing  it 

But  she  says  I  put  them  there! 

She  also  has  some  little  lines 
Around  her  mouth  and  eyes. 

That  go  quite  deep  into  her  face 
When  e'er  she  laughs  or  cries. 

But  I  think  she  is  beautiful, 
I  love  each  thread  and  line. 

And  I  thank  my  Heavenly  Father 
For  that  wonderful  mother  of 


mme. 


—Mary  C.  Clough. 


KINDNESS 

I  like  to  share  with  all  my  friends, 
The  blessings  of  each  day. 
I  like  to  know  when  evening  comes. 
And  I  kneel  down  to  pray, 
That   Heavenly  Father   will   be 

pleased 
With  the  deeds  that  I  have  done, 
'Cause   Jesus    said,   when   he   lived 

here, 
"Be  kind  to  everyone." 

—Claribel  W.  Aldous. 

SPRING 

The  air  is  like  a  butterfly 

With  frail  blue  wings 
The  happy  earth  looks  at  the  sky 

And  sings. 

—Joyce  Kilmer. 
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BIRTHPLACES  OF  OUR 

PRESIDENTS 

( Concluded  from  preceding  page. ) 

Canada.  It  was  here  that  John  Taylor 
met  and  married  Leonora  Cannon, 
who  had  come  from  the  Isle  of  Man. 
Thus,  two  illustrious  families  of  the 
Church  were  led  together. 

Wilford  Woodruff,  fourth  presi- 
dent of  the  Church,  was,  like  the 
first  two,  of  New  England  parentage; 
for  he  was  bom  in  Farmington  (now 
Avon),  Hartford  County,  Conn.,  on 
March  1, 1807.  His  father  and  moth- 
er were  Aphek  and  Beulah  Wood- 
ruff. Their  forebears  had  been 
farmers  and  millers  in  England. 
Thus  did  the  Lord  prepare,  as  fu- 
ture leaders  in  His  Church,  men 
who  were  skilled  in  the  fundamental 
trades  and  professions  necessary  to 
the  survival  of  the  pioneers  as  they 
sought  to  establish  homes  in  the 
wilderness. 

Wilford  Woodruff's  mother  died 
not  many  months  after  the  child 
was  bom,  so  he  was  reared  by  his 
foster  mother  who  became  very  dear 
to  him. 

Lorenzo  Snow,  fifth  president  of 
the  Church,  was  a  native  son  of 
Ohio;  but  his  father  and  mother, 
Oliver  and  Rosetta  Snow,  came  from 
New  England.  They  moved  into 
northeastern  Ohio,  not  far  south  of 
Kirtland  and  near  the  town  of  Hiram 
where  the  Prophet  Joseph  lived  for 
a  short  time.  They  had  been  pre- 
ceded by  a  few  other  families  whom 
they  joined  in  establishing  the  town- 
ship of  Mantua.  It  was  in  this  com- 
munity on  April  3,  1814,  that  Lor- 
enzo Snow  was  born.  He  was  the 
fourth  child  and  first  son  in  the 
family.  One  of  his  older  sisters  was 
Eliza  R.  Snow,  famed  in  church 
literature  for  her  great  contributions, 
notably  the  poem,  "O,  My  Father." 

Oliver  Snow,  the  father,  was  a 
very  active  man  in  public  affairs. 
His  time  in  matters  affecting  the 
township  and  area  'round  about  was 
more  and  more  in  demand.  Conse- 
quently, as  Lorenzo  grew  older,  he 
assumed  much  of  the  responsibility 
of  the  home  and  the  farm.  This 
experience  in  handling  property  and 
exercising  judgment  was  helpful  to 
him  in  later  years.  Lorenzo  Snow 
had  a  term  of  high  school,  studied 
under  a  Hebrew  teacher,  and  spent 
some  time  at  the  new  school,  Ober- 
lin  College,  which  developed  into 
one  of  the  famous  schools  of  the 
nation.  He  was  scholarly,  cultured, 
a  great  pioneer  and  a  great  leader. 

Joseph  F.  Smith,  the  sixth  presi- 
dent of  the  Church,  was  born  during 


the  dreadful  days  of  persecution  in 
Missouri.  He  was  the  son  of  Hyrum 
Smith  and  Mary  Fielding.  Hymm's 
first  wife  had  died,  leaving  six  young 
children.  Later  the  father  married 
Mary  Fielding,  who  proved  to  be 
one  of  the  great  pioneer  mothers  of 
the  Church,  caring  for  the  children 
of  the  first  wife,  as  well  as  for  her 
own.  After  making  the  long  journey 
from  Kirtland,  Hyrum  and  his  fam- 
ily established  themselves  at  Far 
West,  Missouri.  Here  they  hoped  to 
find  peace  and  an  opportunity  to 
build  up  the  church  and  their  home. 

But  the  Adversary  had  other 
plans.  Mobs  began  to  afflict  the 
people  more  grievously  than  ever. 
Hyrum,  Joseph  and  others  were 
taken  from  their  families.  Under 
such  circumstances  on  November  13, 
1838,  Mary  gave  birth  to  a  son, 
whom  she  named  "Joseph  F."  Her 
own  health  was  such  that  for  many 
months  she  hovered  close  to  death 
and  fully  recovered  only  after  the 
Saints  had  arrived  at  Commerce, 
later  named  Nauvoo.  Such  was  the 
birth  and  childhood  of  Joseph  Field- 
ing Smith,  a  man  who  was  very 
soon  to  play  a  major  role  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Church  and  finally  to 
become  its  president. 

Heber  J.  Grant,  seventh  president 
of  the  Church,  was  the  first  of  our 
nine  great  leaders  to  be  born  in  the 
Valleys  of  the  Mountains.  His  fa- 
ther, Jedediah  M.  Grant,  was  Salt 
Lake  City's  first  mayor  and  second 
counselor  to  President  Brigham 
Young.  His  mother,  Mary  Ridge- 
way  Ivins,  represented  another  stal- 
wart family  of  Church  leaders. 
Heber  J.  Grant  was  born  November 
22,  1856,  in  Salt  Lake  City.  His 
parents  were  living  on  the  east  side 
of  Main  Street  where  the  "ZCMI" 
building  now  stands. 

Only  nine  days  later,  the  father, 
but  a  young  man,  grew  ill  and  died 
of  pneumonia.  The  widowed  moth- 
er found  it  extremely  difficult  to 
provide  for  herself  and  her  son. 
However,  by  hard  work  and  rigid 
economy,  she  was  able  not  only  to 
care  for  their  physical  needs;  but 
she  encouraged  and  developed  in 
Heber  a  deep  and  abiding  faith  in 
God  and  an  unwavering  understand- 
ing of  the  Restored  Gospel.  They 
were  a  more  precious  heritage  than 
wealth  and  position;  they  carried 
her  son,  at  an  early  age,  high  in 
the  councils  of  the  Church.  Upon 
the  death  of  Joseph  F.  Smith,  Heber 
J.  Grant  became  president  of  the 
Church,  a  position  he  held  until  his 
death  in  1945. 


George  Albert  Smith,  named  for 
his  illustrious  pioneer  grandfather, 
George  A.  Smith,  became  the  eighth 
president  of  the  Church.  The  son  of 
John  Henry  and  Sarah  Farr  Smith, 
he  was  born  on  April  4,  1870  —  the 
second  of  our  presidents  to  be  born 
in  Salt  Lake  City.  At  the  time  of 
his  birth,  his  parents  were  living  on 
West  Temple  Street  across  from  the 
Assembly  Hall.  Two  of  his  richest 
heritages  were  a  profound  faith  in 
God  and  an  intense  love  for  all  the 
children  of  our  Heavenly  Father. 
In  his  later  years,  President  Smith 
said: 

"We  were  reared  in  a  very  ordi- 
nary home,  as  far  as  the  things  of 
this  world  are  concerned.  Father 
and  mother  spent  all  their  available 
time  to  keep  us  children  fed  and 
clothed  and  in  school;  yet  all  along 
the  line,  for  some  reason  or  other, 
we  enjoyed  the  riches  of  the  earth. 
No  millionaire  has  ever  enjoyed  his 
life  more  than  I  have  mine."^ 

David  O.  McKay  who,  in  1951 
succeeded  President  George  Albert 
Smith,  is  the  ninth  president  of  the 
Church.  He  was  born  in  Huntsville, 

Ogden  Valley,  Utah,  on  September    k 

8, 1873,  to  David  and  Jennette  Evans  I  \ 
McKay.  His  paternal  grandparents  ' — k 
came  from  Thurso,  Scotland.  His 
maternal  grandparents  came  from 
Wales.  Shortly  after  arriving  in 
Salt  Lake  Valley  in  1859  the  Mc- 
Kays moved  to  Ogden.  Very  soon 
afterward  they  went  through  wild, 
rugged  Ogden  Canyon  to  the  beauti- 
ful valley  beyond  and  there  estab- 
lished their  home.  It  was  here  that 
their  son,  David,  brought  his  young 
wife,  Jennette  Evans. 

At  their  home  in  Huntsville  in 
humble,  pioneer  surroundings,  our 
beloved  leader,  David  Oman  McKay 
was  bom  and  spent  his  childhood 
and  youth.  From  his  choice  parents 
he  received  a  rich  spiritual,  mental 
and  physical  heritage.  He  leamed 
to  toil  with  his  hands;  he  leamed 
the  meaning  of  love  and  devotion; 
and  he  laid  the  foundation  stones 
that  have  made  of  him  a  great  teach- 
er of  men,  a  leader  of  leaders.  i 

Thus,  from  humble  beginnings 
have  these  men,  nurtured  and 
trained  by  wise  parents,  guided  and  , 

inspired  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  become 
prophets,  seers  and  revelators  in 
this  the  last  dispensation. 

^"Sharing  the  Gospel  With  Others,"  by  Richard 
L.  Evans,  Improvement  Era,  December,  1946. 

In  submitting  this  material,  the  author  grate- 
fully acknowledges  the  generous  help  of  Elders 
A.  William  Lund,  Preston  Nibley  and  Winslow 
Farr  Smith. 

The  map  opposite  is  the  work  of  Don  Morten- 
son;  pictures  were  drawn  by  Charles  Nickerson. 
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THE  SYMPHONY 
They  were  prepared  for  it. 
r|UR  three  eldest  daughters  came  home  glowing  in 
^  smiles  last  Saturday  afternoon.  They,  along  with 
some  7,000  other  school  children,  had  been  to  a  sym- 
phony concert.  Excitedly,  our  girls  talked  about  num- 
bers that  strained  my  tune-starved  ears.  They  spoke 
of  Schubert's  "March  Militaire,"  Sousa's  "Sempre  Fi- 
delis  March,"  and  Rimski-Korsakov's  "Flight  of  the 
Bumblebee."  Like  cheery  chicadees,  they  chirped  on 
about  Wagner  —  and  they  pronounced  it  properly: 
VAHG  ner,  instead  of  WAGG  ner,  as  I  used  to  do. 

Then  the  girls'  mother  explained  why  they  enjoyed 
the  concert  so  much.  In  each  instance,  the  girl's 
school  teacher  had  prepared  her  class  for  the  symphony. 
Recordings  of  concert  numbers  had  been  played  in 
the  classroom.  One  daughter's  teacher  had  explained 
that  Wagner  was  the  "Father  of  Opera,"  and  that 
Sousa  was  the  "March  King."  The  youngest  girl's 
teacher  had  told  her  class  how  to  identify  each  selec- 
tion by  listening  for  its  theme. 

I  have  never  been  one  to  tilt  my  head  toward  the 
stars  with  the  strains  of  masters  like  Beethoven  or 
Bach  or  Brahms.  But  I  do  remember  the  line  of  the 
sales  boy  at  the  ball  game:  "They  all  look  alike  without 
a  program!" 

I  became  an  ardent  Cleveland  Indian  fan  after 
reading  the  story  of  Al  Rosen,  the  team's  iron  man. 
Al  was  a  hopeless  player  in  the  bush  leagues.  One 
manager  told  him  to  forget  baseball  and  pick  up  a 
dinner  pail.  Al  refused.  He  worked  hard  at  baseball. 
He  later  was  voted  the  American  League's  most  valu- 
able player. 

You  do  become  more  enthusiastic  about  people  and 
places  that  you  take  time  to  know. 

There  is  a  family  in  our  neighborhood  who  makes 
it  a  point  to  know  beforehand  the  places  they  are  going 
to  visit  on  vacation.  They  pore  over  American  Guide 
Series  books  for  the  states  they  are  going  to  touch.  They 
explain  that  the  Series,  prepared  by  the  Federal  Writers 
Project,  contains  a  volume  for  each  state.  Each  book 
presents  interesting  background  on  most  every  town 
big  enough  to  have  its  name  on  a  highway  map.  You 
need  only  to  chat  with  those  neighbors  for  a  few  min- 
utes to  realize  that  they  see  more  than  the  usual  quota 
of  sights.  They  know  what  to  look  for,  and  they  know 
what  they  see. 

A  stroll  through  the  woods  in  springtime  is  one  of 
the  best  ways  to  get  closer  to  the  Lord.  But  somehow 
you  seem  to  enjoy  His  handiwork  more  if  you  can 
tell  His  slender  lodgepole  pine  from  a  tough-wooded 
Douglas  fir,  or  a  blue  spruce  from  a  juniper  or  cedar. 
A  common  Boy  Scout  Handbook  will  help. 

The  mountains  are  more  interesting  if  you  know 
where  to  look  for  nature's  smaller  treasures,  such  as  the 


goblet-shaped  sego  lily,  the  dainty  pink  sweet-william, 
and  the  bright  yellow  dogtooth  violet. 

Nature,  its  fauna  and  its  flora,  are  more  exciting  if 
you  know  them. 

Captain  James  Cook,  the  bushy-browed  Englishman 
who  explored  the  Pacific  in  the  eighteenth  century, 
was  one  of  history's  greatest  travelers.  He  discovered 
many  island  paradises.  But  for  himself  and  the  world 
he  made  them  little  heavens  —  because  he  strove  to 
know  them.  On  his  first  expedition  to  the  South  Seas 
he  took  with  him  on  his  ship  a  natural  history  library, 
a  botanist,  artists,  an  astronomer,  and  a  young  scientific 
collector. 

Sunday  School  lessons  are  more  interesting  when 
teachers  prepare  their  pupils  for  them  beforehand  — 
tell  them  what  to  look  for.  Lessons  are  more  interesting 
if  the  class  knows  the  prophets  who  spoke  scriptural 
truths,  and  knows  the  circumstances  and  places  where 
they  were  spoken. 

Many  a  business  executive  will  tell  you  the  same 
about  jobs.  People  generally  are  happiest  and  most 
successful  in  the  fields  they  know.  On  the  other  hand, 
bankruptcy  files  and  heartsick  memories  are  full  of 
instances  where  men  tried  to  succeed  in  fields  they  did 
not  know  —  merchants  in  farming,  and  farmers  in 
merchandising,  and  countless  others  who  thought  un- 
known pastures  looked  greener. 

I  hope  I  can  remember  the  words  of  a  wise  widow 
from  Nebraska.  A  handsome,  erect  ranch  woman,  Eva 
Bowring  was  named  by  her  governor  to  fill  a  vacancy 
in  the  United  States  Senate  in  1954.  Once  in  Washing- 
ton, she  announced  her  motto:  "I'm  going  to  .  .  .  ride 
the  fence  awhile  .  .  .  until  I  find  where  the  gates  are." 

One  of  the  happiest  persons  around  people  I  ever 
knew  is  my  General  Board  associate,  Henry  Eyring, 
the  internationally  eminent  chemist.  He  always  seems 
to  try  to  know  every  person  he  meets.  Enthusiastically 
but  tactfully,  he  will  ask  each  his  parents'  names, 
where  he  is  from,  his  occupation,  and  many  other 
searching  questions.  I  always  feel  that  Henry  Eyring 
likes  every  man  he  meets,  because  he  gets  to  know 
him. 

And  when  it  comes  to  being  happier  with  people  if 
you  learn  to  know  them,  perhaps  the  first  one  to  begin 
with  is  yourself.  How  well  do  you  know  your  own 
strengths,  your  weaknesses,  your  likes  and  your  dis- 
likes? How  well  have  you  adjusted  them  to  your  pur- 
suits and  interests? 

Roger  Bannister  is  the  long-legged  English  medical 
student  who  became  the  first  man  to  run  the  measured 
mile  in  less  than  four  minutes.  One  of  the  secrets 
of  his  triumph  was  his  careful  study  of  himself  in 
light  of  the  demands  for  a  fast  mile.  He  turned  to  the 
machines  in  the  hospital  laboratories  where  he  studied. 
He  figured  exactly  how  much  oxygen  he  drew  with 
each  breath.  Then  he  resolved  to  get  more  oxygen 
from  his  lungs  to  the  muscles  of  his  legs.  He  set  a 
rigid  plan  for  himself.  He  startled  Olympic  selectors 
in  1948  by  refusing  a  place  on  the  British  team.  He 
was  not  yet  ready.  He  was  ready  on  a  May  day  six 
years  later.  Despite  a  bothersome  cross  wind  on  an 
inferior  track,  he  ran  the  miracle  mile  that  was  cheered 
around  the  world.  By  hard  training,  he  brought  his 
heart  to  pump  blood  around  his  body  50  percent  more 
efficiently  than  usual. 

It  seems  to  be  true  everywhere:  Life  is  a  more 
rewarding  symphony  if  you  take  time  to  know  what 
you  are  doing  and  where  you  are  going  —  and  to  also 
know  those  you  meet,  beginning  with  yourself, 

—Wendell  J.  Ashton. 


